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INTRODUCTION 


All praise is for Allaah Taa’la I and may salutations be upon 
Rasulullaah p. This is a translation of a few Ahaadeeth pertaining to 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. The real appreciation for all the virtues 
and encouragement (in every aspect) that the Mercy unto the 
Worlds — Rasulullaah p mentioned to the Muslims is that we toil for 
them. However, our shortcomings and indifference towards Deen 
has increased on a daily basis to such an extent that practice upon 
them is farfetched; we do not even turn towards them or give them 
any attention. To such an extent that now people have very little 
knowledge of it. 


THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS BOOK 


The objective of these few pages is that if the Imaams of the 
Masaajid and Jami’as read it out to the Imaams of the Taraweeh 
Salaat and to the educated class that have some inclination towards 
Deen in the first part of Ramadhaan, then it is not far from the 
mercy of Allaah Taa’la I that He grants us some appreciation for 
this blessed month through the blessings of the speech of His 
beloved p. Similarly, that our attention could be turned towards it’s 
(the month of Ramadhaan) blessings and it could be made a means 
for increase in good deeds and decrease in evil actions. Rasulullaah 
p said that if Allaah Taa’la I blesses someone with guidance 
through you, then it is better and more virtuous for you than red 
camels (which are regarded as very valuable wealth). 


THE IMPORTANCE OF RAMADHAAN 


The blessed month of Ramadhaan is a great favor of Allaah Taa’la I 
for the Muslims, but only if this favor is appreciated, otherwise it 
will be nothing for us — the deprived - but chanting ‘Ramadhaan, 
Ramadhaan’ for an entire month. 


It is mentioned in one hadith that if the people had to come to know 
what Ramadhaan is, then my Ummah will desire that the entire year 
be Ramadhaan. Every person understands that fasting for an entire 
year is no easy task, but compared to the reward of Ramadhaan al 
Mubaarak — as mentioned by Rasulullaah p - the people will hope 
for it. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that the fast of Ramadhaan al 
Mubaarak and fasting three days every month will remove the 


impurity and whisperings from the heart. There must be something 
in the month of Ramadhaan that despite the Sahabah y asking for 
permission many times for Iftaar (breaking their fast) during a 
journey undertaken for Jihaad, they used to keep it. In fact, 
Rasulullaah p ambiguously prevented them. 


SAHABAH SHOULD FAST WHILST ON JOURNEY 


It is mentioned in a Hadith of Muslim that the Sahabah p encamped 
at a place during a journey undertaken for battle. It was extremely 
hot and because of poverty, not everyone possessed enough cloth to 
protect them from the sunlight. Many people used their hands to 
shade themselves from the rays of the sun. In these conditions as 
well, many people who did not even have the strength to stand (and 
fell down) were fasting. It was as though a group of Sahabah yw used 
to fast throughout the year. 


THE SEQUENCE AND DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK 


There are hundreds of narrations in which different types of virtues 
have been reported from Rasulullaah p. It is not within the capacity 
of an unworthy person — like me — to gather all of them. However, it 
is also my view that if they were to be written in some detail, then 
those who study it will become tired, for the amount of indifference 
shown to Deeni matters today needs no elucidation. The amount of 
carelessness that is increasing with regards to Deen as far as 
knowledge and practice is concerned can be gauged by every person 
if they scrutinize themselves. For this reason, I have sufficed on 
twenty one Ahaadeeth, divided into three sections. 


Section One — the virtues of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak (10 
Ahaadeeth) 


Section Two — the Night of Power (7 Ahaadeeth) 
Section Three — I’tikaaf (3 Ahaadeeth) 


After these three sections, I have completed this booklet with a 
conclusion in which a lengthy Hadith is mentioned. May Allaah 
Taa’la I accept it through His beneficent self and through His 
beloved p. May He bless this lowly one as well with the divine 
ability to benefit from its blessings for indeed He is generous and 
beneficent. 


Section One 


Virtues of Ramadhaan 
HADITH NO. 1 


Rasulullaah p’s talk on the last day of the Month of Shabaan. 
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HADITH NO 1 


It is narrated from Hadhrat Salmaan t that he said, “Rasulullaah p 
delivered a sermon on the last day of Sha’baan in which he said, “O 
people, a great month is coming upon you. A blessed month. A 
night of this month is better than a thousand months. In this month 
Allaah Taa’la has made fasting obligatory and standing at night 
(Taraweeh) a means of reward. Whoever does an action of gaining 
closeness to Allaah Taa’la, it is as though he has done a Fardh 
(obligatory) act in other months, and he who does a Fardh 
(obligatory) act, it is as though he has done seventy Faraa’idh 
actions. This is a month of patience and the reward of patience is 
Jannat-paradise. This is a month of sympathizing with people. The 
sustenance of a believer is increased in this month. He who feeds a 
fasting person (at the time of Iftaar), it becomes a means of 
forgiveness and freedom from the fire for him. He will (also) 
receive the same reward as the fasting person without the reward of 
the fasting person decreasing. The Sahabah yw asked, “O Rasul of 
Allaah Taa’la, not every one of us has the ability to feed a fasting 
person.” Rasulullaah p said, “(This reward does not depend on 
feeding a person to his fill), Allaah Taa’la gives this reward to the 
one who gives a fasting person a date, or a sip of water or a sip of 
milk.” The first part of the month is mercy, the middle part is 
forgiveness and the last part is freedom from the fire. Allaah 
Taa’la forgives the one who lightens the burden of His slave (and 
servant) and frees him from the fire. Increase in four things in it 
(this month). Two of them are for the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la and 


two are such that you cannot do without them. The first two things 
by means of which you will please your Rabb are; abundance of 
Kalimah Tayyibah and Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness). The second 
two are; asking for Jannat-paradise and seeking protection from the 
fire. He who gives a fasting person water, Allaah Taa’la will grant 
him such water (on the Day of Qiyaamat) from my pond after which 
he will never experience thirst until he enters Jannat-paradise.” 


NOTE: 


The scholars of Hadith have criticized some narrators of this Hadith. 
However, firstly, in narrations pertaining to virtues, such an 
amount of criticism is acceptable. Secondly, most of the subject 
matter is supported by other narrations. We learn a few 
important aspects from this Hadith. 


COMMENTARY 


Firstly, the significance behind Rasulullaah p delivering a special 
sermon on the last day of Sha’baan and his cautioning the people 
not to spend a second of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak in negligence. 
After mentioning all the virtues of this month, he draws our 
attention to some prominent things. 


Firstly, the night of Qadar (power), that in reality it is a night of 
crucial importance. Section two of this booklet is dedicated to its 
explanation. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF TARAWEEH 


Thereafter he explains that Allaah Taa’la I has made fasting 
obligatory and He has made standing in Salaat (Taraweeh) Sunnah. 
We learn from this that the order of Taraweeh is also directly 
from Allaah Taa’la I. The meaning of those narrations in which 


Rasulullaah | attributed (the command) to himself is emphasis upon 
it, i.e. that Rasulullaah p placed great emphasis upon it. It is for this 
reason that all the Imams are unanimous upon its Sunnah status. It is 
written in ‘Burhaan’ that from among the Muslims, only the 
Rawaafidh reject this. 


In ‘Ma thabata bis Sunnah’ Hadhrat Maulana Shah Abdul Haq 
Muhaddith Dehlawi J has adapted the ruling from some books of 
Figh (jurisprudence) that if the people of a locality leaves out 
Taraweeh Salaat, then the ruler should fight them. At this juncture, 
one aspect deserves particular attention, and that is that some people 
think that they should listen to the Qur’an in some Masjid for eight 
to ten nights, and then they are excused. One should ponder over the 
fact that these are two separate Sunnah actions. To read or listen to 
the entire Qur’an in Taraweeh is a separate Sunnah and 
Taraweeh Salaat throughout Ramadhaan is a separate Sunnah. 
In the above mentioned case, one Sunnah was practiced and the 
other was left out. However, if it is difficult for some people to 
perform Taraweeh Salaat throughout Ramadhaan due to travel or 
any other reason, then it is appropriate for them to listen to the 
Qur’aan in the first few days so that the Qur’aan (for them) does not 
remain incomplete. Then they should perform Taraweeh wherever 
and whenever they get the opportunity. In this case, the Qur’aan 
will not remain incomplete and there will be no hindrance in their 
work. 


THE STRESS ON NAFL IBADAAT IN RAMDHAAN 


After mentioning fasting and Taraweeh, Rasulullaah p turns our 
attention to the importance of the general Fardh (obligatory) and 
Nafl (optional) deeds of worship. The reward of a Nafl deed is equal 
to a Fardh of other months and the reward of a Fardh equals seventy 


Fardh deeds of other months. There is need for us to ponder over the 
state of our worship at this point. How much importance do we give 
to the Faraa’idh' during this month and how much increase is there 
in optional deeds? 


OUR FAULTS 


As far as our Faraa’idh are concerned, the importance we give to it 
is that most of those who sleep after partaking of Sehri let the time 
of Fajr Salaat pass, making it Qadhaa and at the very least, most of 
the people miss the Jama’ah Salaat. It is as though the gratitude to 
Allaah Taa’la I for Sehri is to make the most prominent command 
of Allaah Taa’la I Qadhaa or to perform it deficiently at the very 
least, for according to the scholars of Usul (principles), if a Salaat is 
performed without the Jama’ah is deficiently valid. Rasulullaah p 
explained in one place that it is as though the Salaat of those who 
stay around the Masjid is not valid at all if it is not performed in the 
Masjid. It is written in ‘Mazaahir e Haq’ that whoever performs 
Salaat without Jama’ah without a valid reason although it is 
legitimate but there is no reward for it. 


Similarly, the Maghrib Salaat of most people is missed due to the 
excuse of Iftaar. What can be said of the first Rak’at or the first 
Takbeer. Many people perform ‘Ishaa even before its time due to 
Taraweeh Salaat. 


This is the condition of our Salaat during Ramadhaan al Mubaarak — 
which is the most important of the obligatory duties — that we do 
away with three in lieu of one Fardh. These three are done away 


* Plural of Fardh 


with by most, otherwise Zuhr is left out on the premise of Qaylula 
(afternoon siesta) and Jama’ah of Asr is left out due to the excuse of 
purchasing groceries for Iftaar. This has been witnessed. 


In a similar manner, ponder over the other Fara’idh duties as to how 
much importance is given to them. When this is the state of affairs 
of the Fara’idh, then what can be asked of the Nawaafil? Ishraaq 
and Chaast are left due to the excuse of sleeping and how can there 
be steadfastness on Awaabeen when a person has just broken his 
fast and he has to still perform Taraweeh, while the time of 
Tahajjud is exactly at the time of partaking of Sehri. Where is there 
room for Nawaafil? However, all this is only due to indifference and 
because a person does not want to do it, 


us Just § ab A Sle 
If you do not want to do it then the excuses will be in the thousands 


THE ACTIVITIES OF HADRAT MAULANA KHALEEL 
AHMAD SAHARANPURI IN RAMADHAAN 


How many servants of Allaah Taa’la I are there that there is scope 
for them to do all this in these very same times? I have seen my 
master, Hadhrat Maulana Khaleel Ahmad Saharanpuri J ina 
few Ramadhaans who would recite in Nawaafil or recite to another 
person one and a quarter juz of the Qur’aan despite his weakness 
and old age. After this, he used to spend about half an hour in meals 
and other necessities and then spend two to two and a quarter hours 
performing Taraweeh in India. In his stay at Madinah Munawwarah 
he used to complete ‘Ishaa and Taraweeh after three hours. 
According to the season, he used to rest for about two to three hours 
and then recite the Qur’aan in tahajjud. He partook of Sehri half an 
hour before the time of Subh. After this, until the time of Fajr 


Salaat, he used to be occupied in recitation from memory or 
complete his daily Azkaar. He used to perform Fajr Salaat in 
‘Isfaar’, i.e. when the sky became lit up before sunrise where after 
he used to remain in meditation until the time of Ishraaq. After 
Ishraaq, he used to rest for about an hour. Upon completion of his 
rest, he used to write Badhl ul Majhud” and reply to letters that he 
received until 12 o’clock or 1 o’clock in the summer months. He 
used to then rest until Zuhr. From Zuhr to Asr he used to recite the 
Qur’aan. From Asr to Maghrib he remained occupied in reciting 
Tasbeeh and socialized. After Badhl ul Majhud was completed, he 
used to spend some of the morning reciting Qur’aan and some in 
studying various books. Badhl ul Majhud and Wafaa ul Wafaa was 
studied most of the time. 


He was such that there was no special change in his daily practices 
during Ramadhaan ul Mubaarak. His practice of Nawaafil was 
perpetual and he used to be punctual on the above mentioned 
Nawaafil throughout the year. However, the length of the Rak’ ats in 
Ramadhaan used to increase. (This was mentioned) because it 
would be difficult for any person to follow those of our elders who 
used to have separate special practices during Ramadhaan ul 
Mubaarak. 


Maulana Shaykh ul Hind J used to remain occupied in Nawaafil 
from after Taraweeh until Fajr Salaat and he used to listen to 
different Huffaaz, one Haafiz after another (in succession). 
Hadhrat Maulana Shah Abdur Rahim Raipuri ) used to spend 
the entire Ramadhaan ul Mubaarak, day and night, in recitation of 
the Qur’aan. This was to the extent that he closed all 
correspondence and he could not even bear meeting anybody. Only 


oA complete Arabic commentary of Sunan Abu Dawood, in five volumes 


certain special attendants of his were permitted to remain with him 
after Taraweeh for as long as it took him to have a cup or two of 
simple tea. 


ADVICE 


These practices of the elders are not written here just to peruse them 
or to praise them, but so that we may follow them according to our 
strength and so that we may try and complete these practices to the 
best of our ability so that we may rise above our contemporaries in 
the light of these special characteristics. 


How good is it that those who are not forced into some worldly 
occupation that after wasting eleven months, they exert themselves 
for one month. What difficulty is there for those who have to sit 
(and work) in offices from 10 o’clock to 4 o’clock to at least recite 
the Qur’aan in Ramadhaan ul Mubaarak from Subh until 10 
o’clock? They do take out time to fulfill their necessities besides the 
time they spend in the office. 


Those who are involved in agriculture are not servants of anyone, 
nor is it such that they cannot change their schedule, or that they 
cannot sit on their farms and recite the Qur’aan. There is no 
difficulty for the traders to make their trading hours a bit less or at 
least to recite the Qur’aan together with running their businesses for 
the word of Allaah Taa’la I has a very special link with this blessed 
month. 


It is for this reason that all the books of Allaah Taa’la I were 
revealed in this month. Consequently, the Qur’aan was revealed 
from the Lauh al Mahfuz (the Protected Tablet) to the skies of the 


world in entirety during this month, and from there it was revealed 
piecemeal according to the need of the time over twenty three years. 


Similarly, the Saheefas (smaller books) of Hadhrat Ibraaheem v 
were revealed to him on the first or third of this month. 


Hadhrat Dawood v received the Zaboor on the eighteenth or twelfth 
of this month, Hadhrat Moosa v received the Tauraat on the sixth 
and Hadhrat ‘Isaa v received the Injeel on the twelfth or thirteenth 
of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. From this we learn that the word of 
Allaah Taa’la I has a special link with this month. For this reason, a 
great deal of Tilaawah (recitation) is recorded to have been done 
during this month, as well as the practices of the Mashayikh (i.e. 
recitation during this month). 


Every year, Hadhrat Jibreel v used to recite the entire Qur’aan to 
Rasulullaah p during Ramadhaan, and in some narrations it is 
mentioned that Rasulullaah p used to listen. From these two 
narrations the scholars have concluded the revision of the Qur’aan 
that takes place commonly to be Mustahab. 


In summary, a person should do that amount of Tilaawah with due 
importance and punctuality which he is capable of. It is also not 
appropriate to waste the time that is left over from reciting the 
Qur’aan because Rasulullaah p specially turned our attention to four 
things in the end portion of this Hadith. He p commanded us to do 
these four in great abundance during this month. They are, Kalimah 
Tayyibah, Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness), Du’aa to be entered into 
Jannah, and Du’aa to be saved from Jahannam. Therefore, a person 
should take it to be great fortune if he gets whatever time in order to 
do these four things. This is appreciation for the blessed advice of 
Rasulullaah p. What difficulty is there if a person occupies his 


tongue with the recitation of Durud Sharif or the Kalimah Tayyibah 
while involved in his worldly tasks? He will be able to say the 
following tomorrow, 


Lo usd dile sh Gold OS D855 2b els Oy by S uns 
Although I remained pledged to the hardships of meeting ends 
However I never remained incognizant of you. (I remained buys in 
my career but I never remained incognizant of you.) 


After this, Rasulullaah p mentioned a few specialties and etiquettes 
of this month. Firstly, this is a month of patience, i.e. a person 
should tolerate difficulties if they come about while fasting with 
enthusiasm and fervor. It should not be with arguing and calling for 
destruction just as is the habit of most people during the hot days of 
Ramadhaan. Similarly, if it happens that Sehri is missed, then 
lamentations of fasting begin from the morning. 


In a similar vein, if there is difficulty during Taraweeh, then it 
should be tolerated with great happiness. It should not be taken to 
be a difficulty or calamity for this is great deprivation. We leave 
eating, drinking, resting and relaxing due to minor worldly things. 
So, what difficulty can there be in comparison to leaving them out 
in order to attain the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la I? 


SYMPATHY FOR THE UNFORTUNATE 


It is then explained that this is a month of sympathy, i.e. to be 
hospitable with the poor and destitute. If a person has ten items for 
Iftaar (breaking the fast), then he should at least give two or four to 
the poor. In essence, they should be given preferential treatment 
otherwise they should be equal. The point here is that there should 
definitely be a portion in our Sehri and Iftaar for the poor. 


The Sahabah y have presented a practical example for the Ummah 
and they have practiced upon every part of Deen so clearly that their 
practice is a clear path for every good deed. Following them in 
giving others preference and showing sympathy is the work of those 
that have great courage. There are hundreds and thousands of 
narrations that nothing but astonishment can be expressed when 
studying them. 


One incident is presented here; Abu Jahm 1 says that I went in 
search of my cousin during the battle of Tabook. I took a water skin 
along so that I could give him to drink if he still had life in him and 
I could wash his face and hands. Coincidentally, I found him lying 
(on the battlefield). I asked him if he wanted water. He replied by 
indication. At that moment, someone nearby screamed because of 
injury. My cousin indicated to me that I should go to that person 
before giving him water. I went to him and enquired of his 
condition. I learned that he too was thirsty and was asking for water. 
At the same time, someone nearby indicated. He too indicated that I 
go (to the third person) before he drank. Upon reaching the third 
person he had passed away. I came back to the second person and 
found that he too had passed away. I then returned to my cousin and 
found that he too passed away. This is the preferential treatment our 
predecessors accorded that they gave up their lives but could not 
tolerate drinking water before a strange Muslim brother. 
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It is mentioned in Ruh al Bayaan, quoting from Jaami’ us Sagheer 
of Suyuti J and Magaasid of Sakhaawi J, as narrated by Hadhrat Ibn 
Umar t that Rasulullaah p said that there are five hundred chosen 
servants and forty Abdaal always in my Ummah. When anyone of 
them passes away, immediately another one takes his place. The 


Sahabah yw asked as to what is the special action of these people. 
Rasulullaah p said that they deal sympathetically and beneficently 
with people with the sustenance given by Allaah Taa’la I. 


It is mentioned in another Hadith that the person who feeds the 
hungry or who clothes the naked or who gives the traveler a place to 
spend the night, then Allaah Taa’la I will grant him protection from 
the horrors of the Day of Qiyaamat. 


Yahya Barmaki J used to spend a thousand dirhams on Sufyaan 
Thauri ] every month. Sufyaan ) used to make Du’aa for him in 
Sajdah, ‘O Allaah Taa’la, Yahya has sufficed for my worldly needs, 
You suffice for him in the Aakhirah.” When Yahya J passed away, 
then people saw him in a dream. They asked him, “What 
happened?” he replied, “I was forgiven on account of the Du’aa of 
Sufyaan.” 


After this, Rasulullaah p explained the virtue of feeding others 
Iftaar. It is mentioned in another narration that the angels send 
mercies during the nights of Ramadhaan upon the one who feeds 
others at Iftaar time from Halaal earnings, and Hadhrat Jibreel v 
shakes hands with him on the night of Qadr. The sign that Jibreel 
v has shaken hands with somebody is that the person’s heart 
becomes soft and tears flow from his eyes. 


Hammaad bin Salamah J - a famous Muhaddith — used to 
consistently feed fifty people at the time of Iftaar.° 


After mentioning the virtue of Iftaar, it is stated that the first part of 
this month is mercy, i.e. the bounties of Allaah Taa’la I are directed 


> Ruh al Bayaan 


towards (us). This mercy is for all the Muslims. Thereafter, those 
who are grateful for this mercy, receive even more. 


ASS OY BIAS 


If you show gratitude (for the favours I grant you), then I will 
definitely grant you (many) more (physical, spiritual and worldly 
favours). [Surah Ibraaheem 14:7] 


Forgiveness begins during the middle portion. This is because a 
portion of the fast has been completed. The recompense and favour 
in lieu of it begins with forgiveness and the last portion is total 
freedom from the fire. 


There are many narrations stating freedom from the fire at the end 
of Ramadhaan. Ramadhaan has been split into three parts as 
mentioned above. According to this lowly one (the author), the 
difference between mercy, forgiveness and freedom from the fire is 
that there are three types of people. First are those who have no 
burden of sins. The rains of mercy and bounties fall upon them 
from the very beginning. Second are those who commit few sins. 
After keeping a few fasts, the blessings and recompense of which is 
forgiveness and pardon of their sins. Third are those who commit a 
great number of sins. After keeping a considerable amount of fasts 
they receive freedom from the fire. What abundance of mercy can 
be said to be upon those for whom there was mercy from the 
beginning and their sins were forgiven? 


Sly pil dale y le! aly 


Rasulullaah p encouraged us to one more thing after this and that is 
that the master should be lenient towards his workers. After all, they 
too are fasting. Fasting will be burdensome for them if the work is 


increased. However, if the work is too much, then there is no 
problem if the working hours are increased by about half an hour for 
those workers who will cause a uproar. This will apply when the 
workers are fasting, otherwise there is no difference between 
Ramadhaan and other months for them. What can be said of the 
oppression and lowliness for the one who carries on eating and 
takes work from his employees with a shameless face and if there is 
some shortfall in the work then he vilifies them? 
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Shortly (after death) the oppressors (wrongdoers) will come to 
know to which place they will return (Jahannam). [Surah Shu’ araa 
(the Poets) 26:227] 


After this, Rasulullaah p commanded that four things should be 
done in abundance during Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. First is 
Kalimah Tayyibah — which is referred to in the Ahaadeeth to be the 
best form of Dhikr. 


A narration of Hadhrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri t in Mishkaat states that 
once Hadhrat Musa v requested Allaah Taa’la I, “O Allaah Taa’la, 
tell me of such a Du’aa by means of which I can remember You and 


I can make Du’aa with it.” 4 Y 4! Y came the response. Hadhrat 


Musa bv said that all Your servants say this Kalimah, I want a 
special Du’aa or Dhikr. The reply came, “O Musa, if the seven 
heavens and those who inhabit it besides Myself, i.e. the angels, and 
the seven earths were to be placed in one pan (of a scale) and 
Kalimah Tayyibah were to be placed in the other, and then it will be 
heavier.” 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that the doors of the heavens 
immediately open for the one who says this Kalimah with sincerity 


and there is no barrier between it and reaching the ‘arsh on 
condition that the one who said it stays away from major sins. It is 
the law of Allaah Taa’la I that He grants something according to the 
need of it. When we ponder over the world, we find that that 
which is needed most is found to be the most. For example, water. 
It is a general need. Allaah Taa’la I has made it so easily available 
out of His infinite mercy and a useless thing like alchemy is so rare. 


Similarly, Kalimah Tayyibah is the most virtuous Dhikr. Its virtue 
over all other forms of Dhikr is known from a number of 
Ahaadeeth. It has been kept so general that no one can be deprived 
of it. Then too, if someone is deprived, then it is his misfortune. In 
summary, its virtue has been mentioned in many Ahaadeeth. They 
have been left out here for brevity. 


The second thing that we have been told to increase in the above 
Hadith is Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness). Many virtues of 
Istighfaar have also been mentioned in the Ahaadeeth. 


It is narrated in one Hadith that all roads will be opened for the one 
who is straitened and he does a lot of Istighfaar. He will be given 
freedom from every grief and sustenance will come to him from 
avenues which he could not imagine. 


It is stated in one hadith that every person sins and the best sinner is 
the one who repents. 


A hadith will be mentioned further on in which it is stated that when 
a person commits a sin, then a black spot appears on his heart. If he 
repents, then it is washed away, otherwise it remains. 


After this, Rasulullaah p commanded us to ask two things without 
which we cannot do. One is attainment of Jannah and the other is 


protection from Jahannam. May Allaah Taa’la bless me and you 
with this out of His grace. 


2. The five gifts of Ramadhaan given to the Ummah of Rasulullaah 
p: 
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HADITH NO 2 


Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah t narrates from Rasulullaah p, “My Ummah 
has been granted five things during Ramadhaan which were not 
given to the previous nations. The smell of their mouths is more 
beloved to Allaah Taa’la than musk. The fish in the sea seek 
forgiveness for them until the time of Iftaar. Jannah is beautified for 
them. Allaah Taa’la then says that the time is near when My pious 
servants will throw off the difficulties (of the world) and will come 
to you. The rebellious Shayateen are locked up as not to cause those 
evils which they normally do out of Ramadhaan. Those who fasted 
are forgiven on the last night of Ramadhaan.” The Sahabah y asked 
as to whether this night was the night of Qadr (power). Rasulullaah 
p said, “No. The custom is that the worker is recompensed when the 
work is completed.” 


COMMENTARY 


In this hadith Rasulullaah p mentioned five specialties that have 
been given to this Ummah by Allaah Taa’la I while those of the 
previous nations who fasted were not given them. If only we could 
appreciate this bounty and make an effort to attain it. 


The first one is that the odour of the mouth of the fasting person 
(during hunger) is more beloved to Allaah Taa’la I than musk. The 
commentators of hadith have eight views on the meaning of this 
which I (the author) have explained in detail in the commentary of 
Muatta.* According to me, three views are the most preferred. The 
first is that Allaah Taa’la I will grant the recompense and reward of 
this odour in the form of fragrance which is better than musk and 
will nourish the mind. This meaning is obvious and there is nothing 
farfetched about it. Also, a narration of Durr e Manthur clearly 
states this. It therefore attains the status of specification. The second 
view is that when people rise from their graves on the Day of 
Qiyaamat, then as a sign, a smell better than musk will emanate 
from the mouths of those who fasted. The third view — which is 
better than both in my deficient opinion — is that the odour is more 
beloved to Allaah Taa’la than musk in this world. This phenomenon 
is that of love. The person who has a relationship and love for 
someone, then he is more infatuated by his odour than a thousand 
fragrances. 
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O Hafiz, what you have to do with musk and fragrance of Khutan, 
this whole garden of world is smelling with the nice and sweet smell 
of the Mubarak hairs of Mujtabap. 


* A very good Arabic commentary of Muatta Imam Maalik J, titled ‘Aujaz ul 
Masaalik — in six volumes. 


The objective of the fasting person is to attain complete closeness so 
that he attains the status of a beloved. Fasting is one of the most 
beloved forms of worship of Allaah Taa’la I. It is for this reason that 
it is stated that the reward for all good deeds are given by the angels 
but the recompense for fasting will be given by Allaah Taa’la I 
himself because it is done solely for Him. Some Mashaaikh state 
that this word is ‘Ujza bihi’, i.e. Iam the reward, I give myself and 
what recompense can be better than one attaining his beloved. 


It is mentioned in one hadith that fasting is the door to all forms of 
worship, i.e. the light becomes enlightened on account of fasting 
and due to this, and a liking is created for all other worship. This is 
when fasting is fasting in the true sense. Simply remaining hungry is 
not meant, but fasting together with all its etiquettes. This will be 
explained under hadith nine. 


NOTE: 


At this juncture, one important ruling deserves attention. Some 
scholars prohibit the use of the Miswaak for a fasting person during 
the evening on the basis of the hadith discussing the odour of the 
mouth. According to the Hanafis, it is Mustahab (preferable) to use 
the Miswaak at all times because the odour of the mouth is removed 
by using it. The odour mentioned in the hadith is the odour that 
comes from the stomach due to hunger, not the odour of the 
mouth itself. The proofs of the Hanafis can be found in the books 
of Figh and Hadith at their respective places. 


The second specialty is the seeking of forgiveness by the fish. The 
objective of this is to explain the great number of creation that 
makes Du’aa. Various Ahaadeeth mention this subject matter. Some 
narrations state that the angels seek forgiveness. My paternal uncle 
(Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Ilyaas J - the founder of Tabligh, 


Basti Hadhrat Nizaam ud Deen, Delhi) states that the apparent 
reason for the specialty of the fish is that Allaah Taa’la I states, 
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As for those who have Imaan and do good acts, Ar Rahmaan will 
soon authorize (give) love (to) them. [Surah Maryam 19:96] 


It is mentioned in a hadith that when Allaah Taa’la I loves a servant, 
then He says to Hadhrat Jibreel v, “I love a particular servant. You 
also love him.” He begins to love this person and tells the 
inhabitants of the heavens that a particular person is the beloved of 
Allaah Taa’la I, all of you should have love for him. The inhabitants 
of the heavens love him and then acceptance for him is placed in the 
world. The general principle is that those who love someone are 
found around that person, but love for this person is so 
widespread that not only those nearby the person, but the animals 
who live in the sea also love him. They also make Du’aa for him 
and it is as if the limits of love are attained when it goes beyond the 
earth into the sea. Also, it stands to reason that the animals of the 
jungle also make Du’aa. 


The third specialty is the beautification of Jannah. This has also 
been mentioned in many narrations. Some narrations state that the 
beautification of Jannah begins from the start of the year for 
Ramadhaan. The general principle is that the preparation time 
(and arrangements) corresponds to the significance of the 
arrival of somebody important. Preparations for a wedding begin 
months in advance. 


The fourth specialty is that the rebellious Shayateen are locked up. 
Due to this, the flood of sin is decreased. The gush of mercy in 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak and the abundance of worship demands 


that the Shayateen make great effort and finish themselves and due 
to this effort, the amount of sins will go beyond limits. Despite this 
however, it is proven that there is much less sin committed on a 
general scale. How many drunkards are there who do not drink 
especially because of Ramadhaan? Similarly, there is an open 
decrease in other sins. 


Definitely, sins are committed, but there is no objection on the 
Hadith due to their occurrence. This is because the subject matter of 
the Hadith states that the rebellious Shayaateen are locked up. 
Therefore, if sins happen because of the effect of the non-rebellious 
ones, then there will be no confusion. However, there are other 
narrations that state that the Shayaateen in general are locked up — 
without the clause ‘rebellious’. So, if the clause of rebellious 
Shayaateen is meant by these narrations, then too there can be no 
objection because sometimes a general statement is made and its 
clauses or specifications are mentioned at other places. 


There should be no confusion even if the meaning of these 
narrations is that all the Shayaateen are locked up and yet sins are 
committed. This is because although generally sins are due to the 
effect of the Shayaateen, but the Nafs (carnal self) of a person 
becomes so accustomed and affected due to the building up of his 
deception, mixing and poisonous effect throughout the year that a 
person does not even realize that he is backbiting. Such thoughts 
become his second nature. It is for this reason that those who 
commit a lot of sins out of Ramadhaan also commit them during 
Ramadhaan, and because the Nafs of a person is with him all the 
time, its effect is there as well. 


There is another aspect and that is Rasulullaah p said that when a 
person commits a sin, then a black spot appears on his heart. If he 
sincerely repents, then it is washed away, otherwise it remains there. 


If he commits a second sin, another spot appears, until his heart 
becomes totally black. Then goodness cannot reach his heart. Allaah 
Taa’la I states, 
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Never! In fact, (they refuse to believe because) the rust (stain) of 
their sins has covered (sealed) their hearts (so that no truth can 
penetrate it). [Surah Mutaffifeen (Those who Cheat) 83:14] 


In such a case, these hearts turn towards sin on their own. This is the 
reason why many people commit one type of sin without care, but 
when a similar type of sin comes before him, then his heart rejects 
it. For example, if a drunkard has to be told to eat pork, his nature 
will hate it, whereas both of them are equal in the sense of them 
both being sins. Similarly, when a person commits sins out of 
Ramadhaan, then his heart becomes stained with it and on account 
of this, there is no need for Shaytaan to make the sin come from 
him. 


In summary, there is no objection to sins being committed during 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak if the Hadith refers to all the Shayaateen 
being locked up. If it refers to the rebellious, wicked Shayaateen, 
then too there is no objection. According to this lowly one, this 
explanation is better and every person can think over it and 
experience it that not so much effort is needed in Ramadhaan to do 
a good deed or stay away from an evil deed as one would make out 
of the month of Ramadhaan. Only a little bit effort and attention is 
needed. 


The opinion of Hadhrat Maulana Shah Muhammad Ishaaq ) is that 
both these Ahaadeeth deal with different types of people. Only the 


proud Shayaateen are locked up for the sinners and every type of 
Shaytaan is locked up for the pious. 


The fifth specialty is that all those who fasted are forgiven on the 
last night of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. This discussion was also 
mentioned under the first Hadith. The Sahabah w though that such a 
great virtue can only be for the Night of Power because it is the 
most virtuous night of Ramadhaan. However, Rasulullaah p said 
that its virtues are separate. This bounty is one at the end of 
Ramadhaan. 
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HADITH NO 3 


Only the very unfortunate will remain deprived of forgiveness in 
Ramadhaan. 

It is narrated from Hadhrat K’ab bin Ujrah t that once Rasulullaah p 

said, “Come close to the pulpit.” We came closer. When he (p) 


ascended the first step he said, “Aameen.” When he (p) ascended 
the second step, he said, “Aameen.” When he ascended the third 
step, he said, “Aameen.” When (p) came down, we said, “We have 
heard something from you today which we have never heard 
before.” Rasulullaah p said, “At that time Jibreel came before me 
(when I took the first step). He said, “Destruction be for the person 
who finds Ramadhaan, and yet he is not forgiven.” I said, 
“Aameen.” When I took the second step he said, “Destruction be for 
the person before whom you are mentioned but he does not recite 
Durud.” I said, “Aameen.” When I ascended the third step he said, 
“Destruction be for the person who finds both his parents or one of 
them in old age and they do not cause him to enter Jannah.” I said, 
“Aameen.” 


COMMENTARY 


In this Hadith, Hadhrat Jibreel v made three Du’aas for misfortune 
and Rasulullaah p said ‘Aameen’ to all three of them. Firstly, the 
Du’aa of misfortune made by such a close angel like Hadhrat Jibreel 
vb is no small matter, and Rasulullaah p saying ‘Aameen’ upon it 
makes it quite clear what a severe Du’aa for misfortune it is. Only 
Allaah Taa’la I can bless us with the ability to be saved from these 
three things and we can remain protected from these evils, 
otherwise there is no doubt in the destruction (for these persons). 


In other narrations quoted in Durr e Manthur it is mentioned that 
Hadhrat Jibreel v himself told Rasulullaah p to say ‘Aameen’, so 
Rasulullaah p said ‘Aameen’. From this we learn that it is even 
more critical. 


The first person is he upon whom Ramadhaan al Mubaarak passes 
but is not forgiven, i.e. he spends a period which is of goodness and 


blessings in negligence and sin. Ramadhaan al Mubaarak is a time 
in which forgiveness and the mercy of Allaah Taa’la I falls like rain. 
So, if the month of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak passes over a person in 
such a way that he is deprived of forgiveness on account of his evil 
deeds and shortcomings, then what other time is there for his 
forgiveness? What doubt can there be in the destruction of such a 
person? The way of attaining forgiveness is that after carrying out 
all the actions of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak like fasting, Taraweeh, 
etc. properly, a person should repent and seek forgiveness for his 
sins in abundance all the time. 


The second person for whom Du’aa for misfortune was made is the 
person who hears the name of Rasulullaah p and does not recite 
Durud (send salutations and blessings). This subject matter is 
discussed in many other narrations. It is for this reason that the view 
of certain scholars is that it is Waajib (compulsory) to recite Durud 
every time the name of Rasulullaah p is taken. There are many other 
warnings besides the above mentioned one for the person who hears 
the name of Rasulullaah p but does not recite Durud. 


In some Ahaadeeth, such a person has been termed to be wretched 
and the most miserly of people. Also, (such a person has been 
termed as) an oppressor, some who will forget the path to Jannah. 
To such an extent that it is mentioned that such a person will enter 
Jahannam and is irreligious. 


It is also narrated that such a person will not see the face of 
Rasulullaahp. The research scholars have interpreted these 
narrations but who can deny that the apparent statements of 
Rasulullaah p are so severe for the one who does not recite Durud 
that it is difficult for anyone to bear. Why should it not be so when 
the favours of Rasulullaah p upon the Ummah are innumerable, i.e. 


they cannot be explained or penned? Besides this, the rights of 
Rasulullaah p upon the Ummah are so many that every warning 
(narrated) is appropriate and suitable for the one who does not recite 
Durud Sharif. The virtues of Durud Sharif alone are so many that it 
is a Separate misfortune to be deprived of it. 


What greater virtue can there be than (the fact that) the one who 
recites Durud upon Rasulullaah p once, Allaah Taa’la I sends 
mercies upon such a person ten times? Also, the angels make Du’aa 
for such a person, sins are forgiven, the stages of a person are 
raised, a person receives reward equal to mount Uhud, intercession 
becomes Waajib (compulsory) for such a person etc. 


Over and above this, a person attains the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la I, 
His mercy, protection from His anger, freedom from the horrors of 
the Day of Qiyaamat, a person viewing his abode in Jannat-paradise 
even before he passes away etc. Many promises (of certain rewards) 
are found for the one who recites Durud Sharif a certain amount of 
times. Besides all of this, straitened livelihood and poverty is 
removed, a person attains closeness in the court of Allaah Taa’la I 
and Rasulullaahp, help against one’s enemies is received, hypocrisy 
and the rust of the heart is removed. People begin to love such a 
person. There are many other glad tidings mentioned in the 
Ahaadeeth for the one who recites Durud Sharif in abundance. 


The jurists have clearly stated that it is Fardh (obligatory) to recite 
Durud Sharif once in a lifetime — the scholars of the Madhhab are 
unanimous upon this. However, there is difference of opinion as to 
whether it is Waajib (compulsory) to recite Durud Sharif every time 
the name of Rasulullaah p is taken or not. Some scholars state that it 
is Waajib to recite Durud Sharif every time, while others state that it 
is Mustahab (preferable). 


The third person is he who finds either his parents or one of them in 
old age and he does not serve them to the degree that will make him 
worthy of entry into Jannah. Emphasis upon the rights of parents is 
discussed in many Ahaadeeth. The scholars have written that it is 
necessary to obey them in permissible matters. They have also 
written that one should not disrespect them, one should not be proud 
in front of them, even though they may be polytheists, one should 
not raise his voice above theirs, one should not call them by name, 
one should not go forward in any work (ahead of them), one should 
be soft when it comes to commanding the good and forbidding evil, 
and even if they do not accept, one should remain good to them and 
make Du’aa of guidance for them. A person should consider 
honouring them in everything. 


It is mentioned in one narration that the best door from among the 
doors of Jannah is the father, if you wish; you can protect it or 
destroy it. 


One Sahabi t asked Rasulullaah p as to what the rights of parents 
are. Rasulullaah p replied that they are your Jannah or Jahannam, 
i.e. their pleasure is Jannah and their displeasure is Jahannam. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that one gaze of love and affection of 
a son upon his father carries the reward of an accepted Hajj. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that all sins, no matter the amount, 
besides Shirk (polytheism) will be forgiven except for disobedience 
to one’s parents. The punishment for it will be received in this 
world before a person dies. 


One Sahabi t told Rasulullaah p that I have the intention of going 
out in Jihaad. Rasulullaah p asked him, “Is your mother alive?” He 


replied, “Yes.” Rasulullaah p said, “Serve her for Jannah for you 
lies beneath her feet.” 


One Hadith states that the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la I lies in the 
pleasure of the father and the displeasure of Allaah Taa’la I is in the 
displeasure of the father. There are many narrations that explain its 
importance and virtue. There is a way of making it up in the 
Shari’ah if one has been deficient in this matter (fulfilling the rights 
of parents) out of negligence if his parents are not present. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that if a person’s parents passed away 
in such a condition that they were displeased with him, then he will 
be included amongst the obedient ones if he makes a lot of Du’aa 
and Istighfaar for them. 


Another Hadith states that the best good is to have good relations 
with those affiliated to ones father. 


HADITH NO 4 


Showing Allaah Taa’la your righteousness in Ramadhaan. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ubaadah bin As Saamit Tt that 
Rasulullaah p said at a time close to Ramadhaan, “The month of 
Ramadhaan has come upon you, and it is a month of blessings. 
Allaah Taa’la turns towards you in it and lets His special mercies 


descend. He forgives sins, accepts Du’aas. He sees your competing 
and boasts before the angels. Therefore, show your good to Allaah 
Taa’la. Wretched is the one who is deprived of the mercy of Allaah 
Taa’la in this month.” 


COMMENTARY: 


Competing (Tanaafus) refers to doing things bearing in mind the 
passion of others and to compete in it. Those who boast and 
compete should bring all they have and show it here. It is not a 
matter of boasting, but in expression of a bounty I write that 
although I cannot do anything due to inability, but I become happy 
when I see those women of my household who give due importance 
to reciting more Qur’aan than the other. Together with household 
work, they manage to easily complete fifteen to twenty Juz daily. 
May Allaah Taa’la I accept it out of His mercy and may He bless us 
with the ability to do more. 


HADITH NO 5 


Freedom from Jahannum and acceptance of Du’aa. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Sa’eed al Khudri t that Rasulullaah 
p said, “Every day and night of Ramadhaan there are those whom 


Allaah Taa’la frees (from Jahannam) and for every Muslim every 
day and night there is a Du’aa that is accepted.” 


COMMENTARY: 


The acceptance of Du’aas of a fasting person has been mentioned in 
many Ahaadeeth. Some narrations state that Du’aas are accepted at 
the time of Iftaar. However, we pounce upon the food at that time 
that leave alone making Du’aa, we do not even remember the Du’aa 
to be recited for Iftaar itself. The famous Du’aa of [ftaar is, 
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O Allaah Taa’la, for You I have fasted and in You do I believe and 
upon You do I rely and I break my fast with the sustenance given by 
You 


This Du’aa is found summarized in the books of Hadith. 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin ‘Amr bin ‘Aas Tt used to recite this following 
Du’aa at the time of Iftaar, 
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O Allaah Taa’la, indeed I ask you on account of Your mercy that 
covers everything to forgive me 


The following Du’aa is narrated from Rasulullaah p in certain 
books, 


ott! eel awly u 
O the being who has widespread grace, forgive me 


There are a number of Du’aas narrated in the Hadith, but there is no 
specific Du’aa. It is the time of acceptance of Du’aas. A person 
should make Du’aa for his needs. If you remember, then remember 
this lowly one (the author) for I am asking and it is the right of the 
one who asks, 
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Let a sign from the spring of grace fall 
The grace is Yours and our work will be done 
HADITH NO 6 


Three people whose Duaas are accepted. 
Cem pelle we giged OF Y AG ling ale al le ail Jey JB SB ss dl oy Bye al GF 
SEG SN ghey slowndl lg! Uh cantiy eladll Goo Al gad pglaall dye Joli aleYly ea 


cnr Ae gly past} 
(eee yl es 1S Longrrrene 2 OLS cplg dogs cplg demrny Se Jy Cade ee Aor! 019) 


It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“The Du’aas of three people are not rejected. The fasting person’s at 
the time of Iftaar. A just king. The oppressed person’s — whose 
Du’aa Allaah Taa’la takes above the clouds and the doors of the 
heavens are opened for it and it is said, “I shall definitely help you, 
even if it be after some time (on account of some hidden benefit).” 


COMMENTARY: 


It is narrated in Durr e Manthur from Hadhrat Ayesha radiyAllaah 
Taa’lau anha that the colour of Rasulullaah p would change when 
Ramadhaan would come. There used to be increase in his Salaat and 
he used to make Du’aa with great earnestness. Fear used to 
overcome him. 


Another narration states that he never came to bed until Ramadhaan 
was over. 


In one narration it is mentioned that Allaah Taa’la I commands the 
angels who hold the ‘arsh to leave their worship and to say 
‘Aameen’ to the Du’aas of those who are fasting during 
Ramadhaan. We learn the specialty of Du’aas being accepted during 
Ramadhaan from many narrations. It is an undoubted fact that when 
Allaah Taa’la I makes a promise and it is narrated from the truthful 
Rasul p, then there is no doubt whatsoever that it will be fulfilled. 
Despite this, there are some people who make Du’aa but it has no 
effect. A person should not understand that his Du’aa has not been 
accepted. Rather, he should understand the meaning of acceptance. 


Rasulullaah p said that when a Muslim makes Du’aa — on condition 
that it is not for breaking of ties or for something sinful — then 
Allaah Taa’la I will definitely bless him with one of three things. He 
will either receive that which he asked for, or a bad occurrence or 
calamity will be averted from him or he will receive reward equal to 
it in the Aakhirah. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that on the Day of Qiyaamat, Allaah 
Taa’la I will call His bondsman and say that O my bondsman, I 
commanded you to make Du’aa and I promised to accept. Did you 
make Du’aa before Me? The bondsman will say that he had made 
Du’aa. It will be said to him that you have not made any Du’aa 
except that it was accepted. You made a particular Du’aa that a 
certain difficulty should be removed. I fulfilled it in the world. You 
made Du’aa that a particular grief should be held back but you did 
not know the effect. I specified a certain reward for you in lieu of it. 
Rasulullaah p said that the person will be reminded of every Du’aa 
that he had made and it will shown to him whether it was fulfilled in 
the world or whether it was recompensed in the Aakhirah. When 
seeing the abundant reward, he will wish that none of his Du’aas 
were fulfilled in the world because of the reward here. 


Du’ aa is very important. It is a matter of great loss and misfortune if 
a person is negligent of it. If a person does not see the apparent 
acceptance of it, he should not lose heart. We learn from the lengthy 
Hadith at the end of this booklet that in this too, Allaah Taa’la I 
considers the welfare of His bondsman. If there is good in granting 
him that (which he asked for) then He grants it, otherwise not. It is 
also the great favour of Allaah Taa’la I because sometimes — due to 
our deficient understanding - we ask certain things that are not 
appropriate for us. 


Together with this, there is another important aspect that demands 
careful thought. Many men and women are involved in the sickness 
of sometimes making Du’aa for misfortune for their children out of 
anger and frustration. Remember that in the court of Allaah Taa’la I, 
there are certain special accepted times in which whatever is asked 
for is granted. This foolish person curses his children out of anger, 
and then when the child dies or is involved in some calamity, then 
she runs around crying and she does not even know that she asked 
for this calamity herself by her Du’aa for misfortune. 


Rasulullaah p said that you should not make Du’aa for misfortune 
for your lives and children as well as your wealth and servants, for it 
should not fall in such a time which is a time of acceptance. This is 
especially with regards to Ramadhaan al Mubaarak because the 
entire month is a special time. It is absolutely necessary that a 
person makes an effort to save himself from this. 


Hadhrat Umar t narrates from Rasulullaah p that the one who 
remembers Allaah Taa’la during Ramadhaan al Mubaarak will be 
forgiven and the one who asks from Allaah Taa’la I will not be 
disappointed. 


In a narration of Hadhrat Ibn Mas’ood t recorded in Targheeb, it is 
stated that there is a caller who calls out on every night of 
Ramadhaan, ‘O who is in search of good, turn your attention and go 
forward, O he who is in search of evil, stop now and open your 
eyes.’ After this, that angel says, ‘Is there anyone who seeks 
forgiveness that he will be forgiven? Is there anyone repenting that 
his repentance may be acceptance? Is there anyone making Du’aa 
that his Du’aa may be accepted? Is there anyone asking that his 
question may be responded? After all this, there is an absolutely 
important point and deserves attention and that is that there are a 
few conditions for the acceptance of Du’aa. If they are not found, 
then sometimes the Du’aa is rejected. Some of them are, Haraam 
provision — Du’aa is rejected on account of it. 


Rasulullaah p said that there are many grief stricken people who 
stretch their hands towards the heavens, making Du’aa and ask, ‘O 
Rabb, O Rabb’ but their food is Haraam, their drink is Haraam and 
their clothing is Haraam. How can his Du’aa be accepted in such a 
condition? 


The historians have written that there was a group of people in Kufa 
who were Mustajaab ud Da’waat (such people whose Du’aas are 
always accepted). When any ruler came into power, they used to 
make Du’aa of misfortune for him and he used to be destroyed. 
When the oppressor Hajjaaj came into power over them, he held a 
function in which he gave a special invitation to this group. When 
the meal was over, he said that I have been saved from the Du’aa 
for misfortune of these people because Haraam provision has 
entered their bellies. Together with this, we should focus our gaze 
on Halaal provision in our times — in which there is a continuous 
effort to make interest permissible. The workers and _ traders 
understand bribery and deception much better. 


HADITH NO 7 


The mercy of Allaah Taa’la upon those who partake of Sehri. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ibn Umar t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“Indeed Allaah Taa’la and His angels send mercies upon those who 
partake of Sehri.” 


COMMENTARY: 


How great is the bounty and favour of Allaah Taa’la that due to the 
blessings of fasting, He has made the meal before it — called Sehri — 
an act of reward for the Ummah and the Muslims are given reward 
for it. The virtue and reward of Sehri has been mentioned in a 
number of Ahaadeeth. ‘Allamah ‘Ayni J has collected the 
Ahaadeeth pertaining to its virtue from seventeen Sahabah wy. He 
has also recorded the view of unanimity of it being Mustahab 
(preferable). Many people are deprived of this virtue due to laziness 
while some people perform Taraweeh, eat and go to sleep, thereby 
remaining deprived of its reward. According to the dictionary, Sehr 
refers to the food partaken of close to dawn — as is written in 
Qaamus. Some are of the opinion that it begins after half the night 
has passed (Mirqaat). The author of Kashhaaf J said that it is in the 
last sixth portion of the night, i.e. the entire night should be split 
into six parts and it will be the last part. For example, if there are 
twelve hours between sunset and Subh Saadiq, then the last two 
hours is the time of Sehri. It is also better to delay it on condition 


that it is not delayed so much that a doubt arises in the fast. The 
virtue of Sehri are mentioned in many Ahaadeeth. 


Rasulullaah p said that the difference between our fast and the fast 
of the Ahl ul Kitaab (the Jews and the Christians) is partaking of 
Sehri, i.e. they do not eat Sehri. At another juncture it is stated that 
eat of Sehri for there is blessings in it. 


It is stated in another place that there is blessings in three things, in 
Jama’ah, in Thareed and in partaking of Sehri. The meaning of 
Jama’ah here is general. The help of Allaah Taa’la I is said to be 
with Jama’ah of Salaat and every such effort that is carried out 
jointly by the Muslims. Thareed refers to dish of meat and bread 
which is very delicious. And the third thing is Sehri. 


Whenever Rasulullaah p used to call any Sahabi t to partake of 
Sehri, he used to say, “Come, eat of the blessed food.” 


One Hadith states that get strength to fast by eating Sehri and get 
help to stay awake at night by sleeping in the afternoon. 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Haarith t says that I came to Rasulullaah p 
while he was partaking of Sehri. He p said, “This is a blessed thing 
which Allaah Taa’la I has given you. Do not leave it.” Rasulullaah p 
encouraged partaking of Sehri in a number of narrations. He 
encouraged it to such extents that if there is nothing available, then 
too he said that a person should eat a dry date or have a sip of water. 
For this reason, those who keep fast should give due importance to 
this reward bearing food. In it lie ease, benefit and reward. It is 
however necessary that there should be no miserliness and 
extravagance. For this reason, a person should not eat so little that 
he experiences weakness in his worship and he should not eat so 
much that he belches the entire day. 


It is also indicated in these Ahaadeeth that a person should have 
something, even if it be a dry date or a sip of water. There is 
prohibition of eating excessively in other Ahaadeeth. Hafidh Ibn 
Hajar J writes in his commentary of Sahih al Bukhaari that the 
blessings of Sehri are due to a number of things. It is because of 
following the Sunnah, it is going against the Ahl al Kitaab (because 
they do not eat Sehri) and we are commanded to go against their 
ways to the best of our ability. 


It also gives people strength for worship, it increases heartfelt 
attachment during worship, and it also repels bad character which 
results from severe hunger. If somebody in need comes to beg, then 
help could be afforded to him, one could help one’s neighbor if he is 
poor and this time is one of acceptance of Du’aas. A person gets the 
divine ability to make Du’aa on account of Sehri, as well as the 
divine ability to make Dhikr etc. 


Ibn Dageeg ul ‘Iyd J states that there is debate among the Sufis as to 
whether Sehri is against the objective of fasting or not. The reason 
for this is that the purpose of fasting is to break the desires of the 
stomach and the private parts — and eating Sehri is against this 
objective. However, the correct view is that it is not good to eat so 
little that these advantages (mentioned above) are totally lost. 
Besides this, it differs according to the type of person and the need 
for it. According to me, this view is the decisive one that, in 
essence, there should be decrease in Sehri and Iftaar but there can 
be a change in it due to necessity. For example, there is harm in 
seeking knowledge attached to the benefit of eating less during 
fasting for students. For this reason, it is better that they do not 
decrease the amount of food they eat because there is great 
importance for the knowledge of Deen in the Shari’ah. Similar to 


them is the group of those who make Dhikr and those who will 
not be able to properly due effort of Deen. 


Once while on journey for Jihaad, Rasulullaah p said that fasting 
while on journey is not a good deed, whereas it was the fast of 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. At that time, Jihaad was conflicting (with 
fasting). However, where a person is involved in an effort of Deen 
that is more important than fasting and it will not be cause for 
weakness or laziness, then it is appropriate that a person decreases 
the amount of food. 


It is quoted from ‘Allamah Sha’raani J in the commentary of 
‘Iqnaa’ that a pledge has been taken from us not to eat a stomach 
full, especially during the nights of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. It is 
better than there is a decrease in one’s food during Ramadhaan al 
Mubaarak, compared to out of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak, because, 
what kind of fasting is it if a person eats a stomach full at the time 
of Sehri and Iftaar. The Mashaaikh have said he who spends 
Ramadhaan hungry will be protected from the influences of 
Shaytaan throughout the year. There are other strict views regarding 
this (Sehri) also narrated from various Mashaaikh. 


It is written in the commentary of ‘Ihyaa’, quoting from ‘Awaarif? 
that Sahl bin Abdullaah Tastari | used to have one meal every 
fifteen days and one morsel during Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. 
However, he used to only drink water at the time of Iftaar in 
following the Sunnah. 


Hadhrat Junayd J always used to be fasting, but if any of his friends 
(who was a wali) happened to come by, then he used to break his 
fast and say the virtue of eating with such friends is no less than the 
virtue of fasting. Hundreds of incidents bear testimony that the 
pious predecessors used to train their carnal selves together with 


consuming less. The condition is that it does not cause any harm to 
Deeni matters. 


HADITH NO 8 


Those who Fast and Worship at night but gain nothing accept 
hunger and tiredness. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“There are many such people who fast for whom there is nothing 
from their fast except hunger and there are many such people who 
stand up at night for whom there is nothing but the (difficulty) of 
staying awake.” 


COMMENTARY: 


There are a number of views of the scholars in the commentary of 
this Hadith. One is that it refers to that person who fasts the entire 
day and breaks his fast with Haraam provision that whatever reward 
he earned by fasting, he committed a bigger sin by consuming 
Haraam and he earned nothing but remaining hungry the entire day. 


The second view is that it refers to the person who keeps fast but 
remained involved in backbiting — which will be explained in the 
forthcoming pages. 


The third view is that it refers to the person who does not refrain 
from sin when fasting. 


The advice of Rasulullaah p is comprehensive and includes all these 
views as well as others. 


Similarly, the person who remained awake, that he remained awake 
the entire night but he backbites for a little while out of amusement, 
or he did some other foolish act thereby ruining his staying awake. 
For example, he let the time of Fajr pass, making it Qadhaa or 
stayed awake for show thereby rendering it useless. 


HADITH NO 9 


Fasting is a shield. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“Fasting is a shield until it is not torn.” 


COMMENTARY: 


The meaning of ‘shield’ is that fasting protects a person from his 
enemy, i.e. Shaytaan just as a shield protects a person. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that fasting is protection from the 
punishment of Allaah Taa’la I. 


It is stated in another Hadith that fasting protects one from 
Jahannam. 


It is mentioned in one narration that a person asked, “O Rasul of 
Allaah Taa’la, what causes the fast to tear?” He p replied, “Lies and 
backbiting.” 


There are many other narrations like these two that emphasize the 
necessity to stay away from these things and it is as though it has 
been referred to as those things that destroy the fast. In our times, it 
has become a past time during fasting that people begin to indulge 
in all sorts of useless talk. 


According to some scholars, the fast breaks by lying and backbiting. 
It is the same as food and drink, i.e. they all break the fast. Although 
the fast does not break according to majority of the scholars, but no- 
one rejects the fact that the blessings of the fast goes away (on 
account of these sins). 


The Mashayikh have mentioned six things to be part of the 
etiquettes of fasting that are necessary to be adhered to by the 
person keeping fast. 


The first is protection of the gaze. It should not fall on anything 
not permitted for it. To such an extent, that they say the gaze with 
lust should not be directed even at one’s wife, so what could be said 
regarding strange women? Similarly, it should not fall upon any 
place where useless or impermissible activity takes place. 


Rasulullaah p said that the gaze is one of the arrows of Iblees. He 
who stops himself from looking at evil out of the fear of Allaah 
Taa’la, Allaah Taa’la will bless him with the light of Imaan, the 
sweetness and enjoyment of which he will experience in the heart. 
The Sufis have explained what ‘anything that is not permitted for it’ 
to mean anything that takes the heart away from Allaah Taa’la I and 
directs it somewhere else. 


The second thing is protection of the tongue. Lies, carrying tales, 
useless talk, backbiting, foul speech, swearing, arguing etc. are all 
included in this. 


In a narration of Bukhaari Shareef it is stated that fasting is a shield 
for a person. For this reason, a fasting person should protect his 
tongue from evil talk or ignorant talk like joking, arguing etc. If 
someone argues, then say that I am fasting, i.e. do not get involved 
if someone else begins an argument. If he is a person of 
understanding, then tell him, ‘I am fasting.’ If he is a fool, then tell 
your heart that you are fasting and it is not appropriate for you to 
answer such useless talk. It is absolutely necessary to stay away 
especially from backbiting and lies for it breaks the fast according 
to some scholars (as explained before). 


Two women kept fast in the time of Rasulullaah p. They 
experienced intolerable hunger and were on the verge of dying. The 
Sahabah y asked Rasulullaah p regarding this. He p sent a utensil to 
them, ordering them to vomit in it. Both of them vomited. Small 
pieces of meat and fresh blood were found in the vomit. The people 
were astonished. Rasulullaah p said that they kept fast with pure 
sustenance and ate Haraam, in that they had backbitten people. 
Another subject becomes clear from this Hadith, and that is, fasting 
becomes very difficult on account of backbiting, to the extent that 
the two women were on the verge of death. Similar is the case with 
other sins. Experience also emphasizes the fact that fasting has 
hardly an effect on those who are conscious of Allaah Taa’la I and 
the most of the time the condition of the sinners is bad. 


For this reason, if a person desires not to be adversely affected by 
the fast, then the best way is that he should stay away from sin, 


especially backbiting — which people have made a past time during 
fasting. 


Allaah Taa’la I has referred to backbiting in the Qur’aan as eating 
the flesh of one’s dead brother. There are many narrations of this 
type in the Ahaadeeth in which it is clearly mentioned that the flesh 
of the person about whom backbiting is done is eaten in reality. 


Once, Rasulullaah p saw a group of people and told them to make 
Khilaal of their teeth. They said, “We have not even tasted meat 
today.” Rasulullaah p said that the meat of a particular person is 
stuck to your teeth.” From this it was learnt that they were involved 
in backbiting that person. 


May Allaah Taa’la I keep us protected because we are very 
negligent. Let alone the masses, the special ones are involved in it. 
Forget the gatherings of those who are referred to as worldly people. 
The gatherings of the religious, in general, are not free of it 
(backbiting). Over and above this, most of them do not even take it 
to be backbiting. If there is any apprehension in one’s heart or 
another person’s heart, then instead of clarifying the reality, a veil is 
thrown over it. 


Someone asked Rasulullaah p as to what Gheebat (backbiting) is. 
Rasulullaah p said that it is to say something behind a person’s back 
that the person will not like. The person asked if whether that thing 
was in the person. Rasulullaah p said that it is still backbiting, and if 
it is not in the person, then it is slandering. 


Once Rasulullaah p passed by two graves and said that the 
inhabitants of both graves were being punished. One was being 
punished for backbiting about people and the other was being 


punished for not being careful about urine, i.e. from it falling on his 
clothes etc. 


Rasulullaah p said that there are more than seventy branches of 
interest. The lightest of these is equal to committing adultery with 
one’s own mother and one Dirham of interest is worse than 
committing adultery thirty five times, while the worst and most 
filthy interest is to dishonor a Muslim. There are very severe 
warnings in the Ahaadeeth regarding backbiting and dishonouring a 
Muslim. 


My heart’s desire is that I collect a number of reliable narrations 
because our gatherings remain filled with it, but the subject matter 
under discussion is something else, therefore I suffice upon these. 


May Allaah Taa’la I save us from this calamity and may Allaah 
Taa’la I save me too by means of the Du’aa of the pious and my 
friends because I am filled with inner sicknesses to a great extent, 
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Pride and haughtiness, ignorance and negligence, rancor and malice, 
evil thoughts 


Lies and false promises, show, hatred and backbiting, enmity 
Which illness, o my Rabb is there which is not in me 
Cure me from all ills and fulfill my needs 


Indeed I have a sick heart (and) You are the Curer of sicknesses 


The third thing which the person keeping fast should give due 
importance to is protecting the ears. It is not permissible to turn 
an ear or listen to any Makruh thing which is not permissible to say 
or utter. Rasulullaah p said that the one who backbites and the one 
who listens are partners in sin. 


The fourth is all the limbs of the body, like the hands touching 
something impermissible, the feet walking towards something 
impermissible, and similarly with the other limbs. In a similar 
vein, one should protect the stomach from doubtful food at the time 
of Iftaar. The person who fasts and makes Iftaar with Haraam means 
is like the one who takes medication for a certain illness but mixes a 
little arsenic into it. The medication is beneficial for the sickness but 
this poison will destroy him at the same time. 


The fifth thing is that a person should not eat a stomach full at 
the time of Iftaar with Halaal provision. This is because the 
objective of fasting is lost. The objective of fasting is to decrease 
the power of the desires and animal instincts (in man) and to build 
the power of light and angelic instincts. After eating for eleven 
months, will a person die if he decreases his food consumption for 
one month? However, our condition is such that at the time of Iftaar 
we consume so much as to cover up for what was lost, and at Sehri 
time we eat so much as to protect the time that is to come. So much 
so that we do not consume so much out of Ramadhaan while not 
fasting. Ramadhaan al Mubaarak does the work of ripening. (The 
original Urdu word refers to green wheat stalks). 


Imam Ghazaali ] writes that how can the objective of fasting — 
breaking the strength of Shaytaan and the desires of the Nafs - be 
attained if a person eats so much at the time of Iftaar that it covers 
up for the time he was hungry. In reality, there is no decrease (in 


consumption) except that we change the times of our meals. In fact, 
we eat more types of food which are not easily available out of 
Ramadhaan. The habit of people has become such that they keep all 
sorts of delicacies and after keeping the Nafs hungry for the day, 
they pounce upon it and eat till they are satiated. Instead of the 
desires of the Nafs becoming less, it increases much more, it gushes 
forth, while it is against the objective. There are various objectives 
and benefits in fasting as well as various advantages as to why it 
was prescribed. They can only be attained if a person remains 
hungry. The great benefit of breaking the desires — as learnt before — 
is dependent upon this that a person passes some time in hunger. 
Rasulullaah p said that Shaytaan flows in the body of a person like 
blood. His pathways are closed by hunger. Satiation of the limbs is 
dependent upon hunger of the Nafs. When the Nafs remains hungry, 
then the limbs remain satiated and when the Nafs is satiated, then all 
the limbs remain hungry. 


The second objective of fasting is to attain similarity with the poor 
and to focus on their condition. This can only be attained when a 
person does not fill his belly with milk and jalebi (an Indian 
sweetmeat) at the time of Sehri that he does not feel hungry until the 
evening. Similarity with the poor can only be attained if a person 
passes some time experiencing the uneasiness of hunger. A person 
came to Bishr Haafi ). He (Bishr) was shivering due to the cold, 
whereas he had clothing kept away. The person asked, “Is this the 
time to remove your clothing?” He replied, “There are many poor 
people and I do not have the ability to sympathize with them. I can 
show this much sympathy that I can be like them.” 


The Mashayikh in general have warned about this and the jurists 
have clear texts regarding it as well. The author of Maraaqi al 
Falaah states that a person should not be extravagant in Sehri as is 


the habit of the upper class people because this negates the purpose 
of fasting. Allamah Tahtaawi J writes in the commentary of this that 
the purpose of this objective is so that the bitterness of hunger can 
serve aS a means to increase the reward and he can become timid 
before the poor people. 


Rasulullaah pis reported to have said that Allaah Taa’la I does not 
like any utensil to be filled as he dislikes the belly to be. 


In one place, Rasulullaah p says that a few morsels are sufficient for 
a person that will keep his back straight. If a person wishes to eat, 
then he should not eat more than one third of his stomach for food, 
one third for water and one third should be left empty. There has to 
be something behind why Rasulullaah p kept a number of fasts 
consecutively in such a way that he did not partake of anything in 
between. I have seen my master, Hadhrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad 
Saharanpuri J during Ramadhaan al Mubaarak eating one and a half 
pieces of Roti at the time of Sehri and Iftaar. If a special attendant 
asked him (concerning eating so little), he used to reply that he was 
not hungry. He was sitting down in consideration of his 
companions. 


Even more astonishing than him was what I have heard about 
Hadhrat Maulana Shah Abdur Raheem Raipuri ). For days on end, 
through the night — at the time of Sehri and Iftaar — he did not have 
anything but a few sips of black tea. At one time, one sincere 
attendant — Hadhrat Maulana Shah Abdul Qadir Raipuri ) - (He was 
one of the outstanding representatives of Hadhrat Maulana Abdur 
Raheem Raipuri ). He used to stay in Raipur. He used to follow his 
Shaykh at every step. Those who were deprived of visiting Raipur 
should take the presence of Hadhrat Maulana Abdur Qadir as 
invaluable because every person that leaves does not leave a person 


exactly like him. Now, Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Qadir has also 
passed away on Thursday, 15 Rabi’ al Awwal 1382 A.H) entreated 
him that you will become very weak. You do not eat anything. 
Hadhrat Maulana J replied that all praise be to Allaah Taa’la, I am 
experiencing the comfort of Jannah. May Allaah Taa’la I also bless 
us lowly ones with the ability to follow these pure luminaries for 
then we will be fortunate, Maulana Sa’di J says, 


eh Sa 5 bl ores yp AS etl close of abla 
The people with full stomachs do not know that full stomachs are 
empty from wisdom (Full stomach creates laziness and lethargy 
which act negatively) 


The sixth thing which is necessary for a fasting person to give 
importance to is that after fasting, he should have the fear as to 
whether his fast was accepted or not. Similarly, at the completion 
of any form of worship (a person should have the concern) that he 
might have committed a mistake unknowingly that because of it (the 
mistake); it was thrown back on his face. 


Rasulullaah p said that there are many who recite the Qur’aan (in 
such a way) that the Qur’aan curses them. Rasulullaah p said that 
from among those about whom a decision will be made in the initial 
stages on the Day of Qiyaamat is a martyr. He will be called and all 
the favours that were bestowed upon him will be mentioned. He will 
attest to all these favours. He will then be asked, “What rights of 
these favours have you fulfilled?” He will reply that he fought in the 
path of Allaah Taa’la until he was martyred. It will be told to him 
that you are lying. You fought so that people could call you brave. It 
has been said. After that a decision will be made and he will be 
dragged on his face and thrown into Jahannam. Similarly, one 
scholar will be called and he will be told of the favours of Allaah 


Taa’la I and will be asked about them that what you have done with 
these favours. He will say that I learnt knowledge, taught it to others 
and I recited the Qur’aan for Your pleasure. It will be said to him 
that you are lying. You did it so that people could call you a great 
scholar. This has been said. A decision will also be made regarding 
him and he will be dragged on his face and thrown into Jahannam. 
In a similar vein, a wealthy person will be called. After the blessings 
of Allaah Taa’la will be mentioned before him and he will attest to 
them, he will be asked as to what he did with all these blessings of 
Allaah Taa’la I. He will say that he did not leave any path of good 
except that he spent therein. It will be said to him that you are lying. 
You did it so that you may be called generous. It has been said. A 
decision will also be made regarding him and he will be dragged on 
his face and thrown into Jahannam. 


May Allaah Taa’la I save us for all this is a result of bad intentions. 
There are many incidents of this nature narrated in the Ahaadeeth. 
It is for this reason that a fasting person should, together with 
protecting his intention, he should remain fearful and continuously 
make Du’aa that Allaah Taa’la I makes it a means of His pleasure. 
A person should also consider this that he should not take his action 
to be accepted. A person has to remain focused on the final decision 
and the benevolence of the Merciful Master. His benevolence is 
very strange. He sometimes gives reward in lieu of a sin, so what 
can be said of shortcomings in practice? 
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In beloved people the qualities are not only charisma, physical 
beauty and style of walking etc but there’s something more which 
cannot be described in words. 


These six are said to be necessary for the general pious ones. 
There is a seventh one added for the special and close ones and 
that is, they should not let the heart be directed to anything but 
Allaah Taa’la I. To such an extent that he should not even think or 
prepare with regards to whether anything is available for Iftaar or 
not. This too would count as an error. 


Some Mashayikh have written that it is an error to even intend to 
get something with which to break the fast while fasting. This is 
because it is a lack of conviction in the promise of Allaah Taa’la I 
concerning sustenance. The stories of some Mashaaikh are written 
in the commentary of ‘Ihyaa’ in which it is explained that if 
something came to them before the time of Iftaar, then they used to 
give it to someone else before their hearts could turn to it, resulting 
in a shortcoming in their Tawakkul (reliance on Allaah Taa’la I). 
However, these aspects are those of the great. It is out of place for 
us to even think of them for ourselves and it is destroying ourselves 
if we have to adopt these actions before we can reach that stage. 


The commentators have written that the verse, 
amall ale Cus 
Fasting has been made obligatory for you 


Shows that it is Fardh (obligatory) upon every limb and part of a 
person to fast. So, the fast of the tongue is to stay away from 
backbiting, the fast of the ears is to refrain from listening to 
impermissible things and the fast of the eyes is to stay away from 
useless and futile things. Similar is the case with the other limbs to 
the degree that the fast of the Nafs is to stay away from greed and 
desires. The fast of the heart is to keep the heart free of the love of 
the world, the fast of the Ruh (soul) is to stay away from the 


enjoyments of the Aakhirah and the fast of the mind is to stay away 
from even thinking of anything but Allaah Taa’la I. 


HADITH NO 10 


Breaking a Fast in Ramadhaan cannot be replaced. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“Whoever purposefully makes Iftaar without a valid excuse or 
sickness will not be able to replace it, even if he has to fast his entire 
life.” 


Note: 


It is the view of some scholars, including Hadhrat ‘Ali t stated that 
in the light of this Hadith, if a person misses a fast of Ramadhaan al 
Mubaarak without a valid reason, then it can never be made up, i.e. 
Qadha of it can never be made even if he fasts his entire life. 
However, majority of the scholars opine that if a person did not 
keep a fast of Ramadhaan, then he should keep one Qadha in lieu of 
one fast. If a person kept the fast and broke it, then besides keeping 
one Qadha fast, he will have to keep fast for two months 
consecutively. By this, the obligation will be fulfilled. The 
blessings and virtues of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak can never be 
attained. This is the meaning of the Hadith that the blessings that 
are accrued by fasting in Ramadhaan can never be attained. All this 
is even after the person kept Qadha, and what can be said of the 


deviation of the one who did not keep fast at all, as is the case with 
some open sinners nowadays. 


Fasting is one of the fundamentals of Islaam. Rasulullaah p said that 
Islaam is based upon five things. The first is attesting to Tauheed 
and Risaalah. After this come the four famous fundamentals of 
Islaam, Salaat, Fasting, Zakaat and Hajj. How many people are 
there who are counted as Muslims in a census but they do not even 
fulfill one of these five? They can be recorded as Muslims in 
governmental papers, but they can never be counted as Muslims in 
the list of Allaah Taa’la I. 


This discussion is taken to the extent that according to a narration of 
Hadhrat Ibn ‘Abbas t, the foundation of Islaam comprises of three 
things; the Kalimah Shahaadah (Statement of Testimony), Salaat 
and Fasting. Whoever leaves one of these is a disbeliever and it is 
permissible to shed his blood. 


The scholars have interpreted these narrations to refer to the one 
who rejects one of the fundamentals or they have mentioned other 
meanings to them. However, one cannot deny that the statements of 
Rasulullaah p regarding such people are very severe and firm. There 
is a great need for those who fall short in the obligatory duties to 
fear the chastisement of Allaah Taa’la I because no one is exempted 
from death. The comfort and luxury of this world is to come to an 
end very quickly. The thing that will be of use is the obedience of 
Allaah Taa’la I. There are many ignorant people who suffice upon 
not keeping the fast, but there are many irreligious ones who utter 
such statements that make them reach disbelief. For example, those 
who do not have food at home should fast, or, what will Allaah 
Taa’la I get out of us remaining hungry and suffering etc. Great 
caution should be exercised with such words. 


There is one ruling that should be understood with great pondering 
and due importance, and that is; mocking and joking about the 
smallest aspect of Deen can also become a cause for disbelief. If a 
person does not perform Salaat throughout his life, does not ever 
fast, similarly he does not perform any obligatory duty, then, as long 
as he does not reject any of the obligatory duties, he will not 
become a disbeliever. A person will be sinful regarding those 
obligatory duties he does not do and he will be rewarded for the 
actions he does, but mocking at the smallest aspect of Deen is 
disbelief — by this disbelief, the Salaat and fasting and all good 
deeds a person did throughout his life will all be destroyed. This is a 
matter that deserves a lot of consideration, which is why a person 
should never utter any such words. Even if a person does not mock 
at any aspect of Deen, then too, a person who does not fast without 
a valid reason is an open sinner to the degree that the jurists have 
clearly written that the person who openly eats without an 
excuse during Ramadhaan should be killed. However, if none has 
the power to do this because of the country not being an Islaamic 
one and the work of taking a life is that of the Khalifah, then none is 
relieved of his obligation of showing dislike for this filthy deed (of 
eating openly). There is no level of Imaan lower than this that his 
heart takes such an action to be evil. 


May Allaah Taa’la I also bless me with the ability to do good 
actions due to His obedient servants because I am the one that has 
the most shortcomings. 


I record ten Ahaadeeth to be sufficient for this first section. For 
those who obey even one is sufficient, let alone ten being done. As 
for those who do not accept, whatever is written is useless. May 
Allaah Taa’la I bless all the Muslims with the ability to practice. 


Section Two 


The Night of Qadr (TAQDEER) 


There is one night of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak called the night of 
Qadr which is a night of great blessings and goodness. The Qur’aan 
has stated that it is better than a thousand months. A thousand 
months equals eighty three years and four months. Fortunate is 
the one who gets the opportunity to perform acts of worship during 
this night because the one who does so is as if he has spent more 
than eighty three years four months in worship. And the condition 
of this great amount is not even known because how many months 
are there that will be more virtuous than a thousand months? It is 
indeed a very great bounty of Allaah Taa’la I that He has blessed 
those who are appreciative of this unlimited bounty. 


The Origin 
In Durr e Manthur, Hadhrat Anas t reports from Rasulullaah p that 
Allaah Taa’la I has blessed my Ummah with the night of Qadr. The 
previous nations were not given it. 


There are various narrations regarding the cause behind this 
blessing. 


It is mentioned in some Ahaadeeth that Rasulullaah p saw that the 
lifespan of the previous nations was very long while the lifespan of 
those of his Ummah is very short. It is impossible for them (the 
Ummah of Rasulullaah p) to equal the previous nations in good 
actions even if they desire so. The cherished Nabi of Allaah Taa’la 
p became grieved at this. In lieu of this, this night was given, such 
that if a lucky person attained ten such nights and he performed acts 
of worship therein, then it is as if he spent a period in complete 
worship that is more than eight hundred and thirty three years and 
four months. 


In some narrations we learn that Rasulullaah p mentioned a person 
of the Bani Israa’eel who waged Jihaad in Allaah Taa’la’s way for a 
thousand months. The Sahabah w were also desirous of this, so 
Allaah Taa’la I blessed them with this night in order to make up (for 
this lengthy period). 


One narration states that Rasulullaah p mentioned four people of the 
Bani Israa’eel, namely; Hadhrat Ayyoob v, Hadhrat Zakariyya v, 
Hadhrat Hizgeel » and Hadhrat Yusha’ v. They remained in the 
worship of Allaah Taa’la I for eighty years and they did not disobey 
Allaah Taa’la I for a moment equal to the blinking of an eyelid. The 
Sahabah y were astonished at this. Hadhrat Jibreel v then brought 
the revelation of Surah al Qadr. There are many other narrations 
besides these. The reason that is given most of the time for these 
differences of narration is that after a number of incidents take place 
in one time span, and revelation is brought thereafter, then every 
incident could be attributed to it (the revelation). Nevertheless, 
whatever the reason for revelation, it is a great blessing of Allaah 
Taa’la I upon the Ummah of Rasulullaah p. This night is also a gift 
by Allaah Taa’la I and the ability to do (good) actions in it is also 
from Him, otherwise, 
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Those deprived of Allaah Taa’la’s help will not gain anything just 
as Alexander in spite of his wish to live forever could not be 
entertained. 


To what degree are those Mashaaikh coveted who have said that 
they have not missed the worship of the night of Qadr since they 
have reached puberty? 


However, there is great difference of opinion with regards to the 
specification of the night. There are approximately fifty views. It 
is difficult to encapsulate them. Mention of the famous ones will 
follow soon. The virtues of this night have been narrated in different 
ways and in a number of narrations in the books of Hadith. Due to 
the fact that the virtue of this night has been mentioned in the 
Qur’aan itself and a separate Surah was revealed concerning it, it is 
appropriate to first mention the Tafseer of this Surah. The 
translation has been adapted from Bayaan ul Qur’aan of Hadhrat 
Maulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi J° and the notes are from other books, 


In the name of Allaah Taa’la, the Most Compassionate, the Most 
Merciful 


Verily We revealed it (the Qur’aan) on the night of Qadr. 
Note: 


The Qur’aan was revealed from the Lauh al Mahfooz (the Protected 
Tablet) to the sky of the world. This fact is sufficient for the virtue 
of this night that such a great thing like the Qur’aan was revealed in 
it, let alone the other many blessings and virtues during it. 
Thereafter, in order to increase enthusiasm it is mentioned, 


(‘yo ial pani) la Saal la ) 
Do you know what is the night of Qadr? 


° The translation in this English edition is adapted from ‘Quraan Made Easy’, 
Edited by Mufti Afzal Hoosen Elias 


Note: 


Do you even know of the greatness and virtue of this night that how 
much goodness and the amount of virtue that lies in it? 


After this, a few virtues are mentioned. 


The (blessings of the) night of Qadr is better than (the blessings of) 
a thousand months. 


Note: 


The reward of performing worship during the night of Qadr is more 
than the reward of performing worship for a thousand months. The 
condition of this multiplied reward is not even known as to how 
much it really is. 


sSaldl O38 
The angels descend 


Note: 


Allamah Raazi J writes that initially when the angels saw you 
(man), then they showed dislike for you and submitted in the Divine 
court that You (Allaah Taa’la I) have created such a creation that 
will cause corruption and bloodshed on earth. After that, when your 
parents saw you for the first time while you were a drop of sperm, 
then they disliked you to such an extent that if it (the sperm) fell on 
their clothing, they washed it off. However, when Allaah Taa’la I 
gave this drop an excellent form, then the parents also got a turn to 
show affection and love for it. And today when you are involved in 
the recognition of Allaah Taa’la I and in His obedience by the 


ability granted by Him during the night of Qadr, then the angels 
come down presenting their reason for their deprivation. 


Ya C3 5 
and the “Rooh” (Jibreel v) in it 
Note: 


Hadhrat Jibreel v also descends during this night. There are a 
number of views regarding the meaning of ‘Rooh’ according to the 
Mufassireen. The above mentioned one is the view of the majority, 
i.e. that it means Hadhrat Jibreel v. Allamah Raazi J has written that 
this view is most correct and Hadhrat Jibreel v being the highest is 
the reason for him being given special mention after the (general) 
angels. The view of some is that ‘Rooh’ refers to an angel that is so 
huge that all the earths and skies are like a morsel before him. Some 
are of the view that it refers to a special group of angels that are 
seen only on the night of Qadr, even by other angels. The fourth 
view is that it is a special creation of Allaah Taa’la I that does not 
eat or drink, but they are neither angels, nor man. The fifth is that it 
refers to Hadhrat Isaa v who comes down with the angels to see the 
deeds of the Ummah of Rasulullaah p. The sixth view is that it is a 
special mercy of Allaah Taa’la I, i.e. during this night, the angels 
descend thereafter My special mercy descends. There are other 
views but the famous one is the first one mentioned above. In Sunan 
Bayhaqi, Hadhrat Anas t narrates from Rasulullaah p that during 
the night of Qadr, Hadhrat Jibreel » comes down together with a 
group of angels and they make Du’aa of mercy for whoever they see 
busy in Dhikr etc. 


With every decision (order) on this night by the command of their 
Rabb. 


Note: 


It is mentioned in Mazaahir e Haq that the angels were created on 
this night and the collection of the matter that Hadhrat Aadam bv is 
made of began on this night too. Trees were placed in Jannah on this 
night and there are many narrations that state that Du’aas etc. are 
accepted. 


In one narration of Durr e Manthur it is stated that Hadhrat Isaa v 
was lifted up to the heavens on this night and the repentance of the 
Bani Israa’eel was accepted on this night as well. 

OO Alu 
It (this night) is full of peace (blessings and serenity) 
Note: 


There is Salaam (peace) from the angels upon the believers 
throughout the night in such a way that one group comes and the 
second one goes as is clearly mentioned in some narrations. It could 
also mean that this night is filled with peace, it is protected from 
evil and corruption. 


(0)% paall alles 3 c 
And (all of this) lasts (from sunset) until the break of dawn. 
Note: 


It is not such that these blessings exist in one special part of the 
night and not in the other, but these blessings are made apparent 
until the morning. 


After mentioning this Surah in which a number of virtues of this 
night have been mentioned by Allaah Taa’la I Himself, there is no 
need to mention Ahaadeeth. However, its virtue has been mentioned 
in the Ahaadeeth as well. A few of them are presented below: 


HADITH NO. 1 


Standing in worship on the night of Qadr will have all ones sins 
forgiven. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah t that Rasulullaah p said, 
“Whoever stands in worship on the night of Qadr with Imaan and 
the hope of reward, all his previous sins will be forgiven.” 


COMMENTARY 


The meaning of standing is performing Salaat. Being involved in 
any other worship, recitation of the Qur’aan, Dhikr etc. are also 
included in its implication. The meaning of hope for reward is that a 
person should not stand for show or any other ill intention, but he 
should do so with sincerity, solely with the intention of attaining the 
pleasure of Allaah Taa’la I and reward. 


Khattaabi J says that it means to stand with a happy heart having 
conviction of attaining reward, not taking it to be a burden or with 
an ill heart. It is a clear fact that the ease of tolerating difficulty 
during worship corresponds to the conviction and belief of reward 
(behind it). This is the reason why devotion in worship increases 


according to how much a person progresses in closeness to Allaah 
Taa’la I. 


It is also necessary to note that the above Hadith as well as others of 
its type refer to minor sins according to the scholars. The reason for 
this is that wherever major sins are mentioned in the Qur’aan, it is 
accompanied by ‘except those who repent’. Based on this, there is 
consensus among the scholars that major sins are not pardoned 
without Taubah (repentance). Therefore, wherever there is mention 
of forgiveness of sins in the Ahaadeeth, the scholars confine it to 
minor sins. 


According to my father J, there are two reason why the clause of 
minor sins is not mentioned in the Ahaadeeth. The first is that it is 
against the dignity of a Muslim to be responsible for a major sin, 
because if a major sin happens to occur, then the original dignity of 
a Muslim is that he does not get peace until he repents. The second 
reason is that whenever such moments arrive, e.g. the night of Qadr, 
then when a person hopeful of reward performs worship, then he is 
bound to regret over his bad deeds. For this reason, repentance 
happens on its own. This is because repentance entails regret over 
the past and a firm intention not to do it again. That is why if 
anyone happens to commit a major sin, then it is necessary for him 
to resolutely repent with his heart and tongue from his bad actions, 
whether it is the night of Qadr or any other moment of acceptance. 
The total mercy of Allaah Taa’la I will be turned towards him and 
all types of sin, minor or major will be forgiven. 


If you remember, then take care to make Du’aa for this lowly one 
too. 


HADITH NO. 2 


Those who are deprived of Laylatul Qadr are deprived of all 
good. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Anas t that Ramadhaan came, 
Rasulullaah p then said, “Indeed this month has come upon you and 
in it is a night better than a thousand months. The person who has 
been deprived of it has been deprived of all good and no-one but he 
who is really deprived is deprived of its good.” 


COMMENTARY 


In reality, what reservation can there be about the deprivation of the 
one who let such a great blessing slip through his hands? The 
workers at the railway stay awake the entire night just for a few 
scraps. What difficulty is there if a person stays awake for one 
month in lieu of eighty years of worship? The reality is that there is 
no uneasiness in the heart. If a little fondness is developed for it, 
then leave one night, a person will be able to stay awake for 
hundreds of nights, 
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There is equality in attachment, whether one likes it or not 


There is enjoyment in everything if the heart has taste 


There has to be something behind Rasulullaah p performing such 
lengthy prayers that his feet swelled, despite having conviction in 
the glad-tidings and promises he received. We also take his name p 
and are called his Ummatis. Those who appreciated these things did 
them all and left. They practically showed the Ummah. They did not 
even give a chance for others to say that who can adore Rasulullaah 
p and who can do it? It should be embedded in the heart that it is not 
difficult to dig a river of milk from a mountain for those who want 
to. However, this is difficult without straightening the shoes of 
someone, 
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Serve the poor if you wish to attain ache of the heart 
You will not find jewels in the treasures of the king 


After all, what was the reason behind the action of Hadhrat Umar t 
that he went home after ‘Ishaa and stood in Salaat until morning? 


Hadhrat Uthmaan t kept fast the entire day and spent the entire 
night in Salaat. He only slept in the first portion of the night and he 
recited the entire Qur’aan in a single Rak’at. 


It is written in the commentary of Ihyaa’ that it is established from 
the indisputable narration of forty Taa’bi’een that Abu Taalib 
Makki ) performed the morning Salaat with the wudhoo of ‘Ishaa. 


Hadhrat Shaddaad t used to lie down at night and turn from side to 
side until the morning. He used to say that O Allaah Taa’la, fear of 
the fire has taken my sleep away. 


Aswad bin Yazeed ) used to sleep only a little while between 
Maghrib and ‘Ishaa during Ramadhaan. 


It is mentioned with regards to Sa’eed bin al Musayyab J that he 
performed the morning Salaat with the wudhoo of ‘Ishaa for fifty 
years. 


Sila bin Ashyam J used to perform Salaat the entire night and used 
to make Du’aa in the morning that O Allaah Taa’la, I am not worthy 
of asking for Jannah, I only request that You save me from the fire. 


Hadhrat Qataadah J used to complete the recitation of the entire 
Qur’aan every three nights of Ramadhaan and every night in the last 
ten nights. 


It is so famous and accepted that Imam Abu Haneefah J used to 
perform the morning Salaat with the wudhoo of ‘Ishaa for forty 
years. If this characteristic of his is rejected, it is literally removing 
reliance upon history. When it was asked of him as to how he got 
the strength to do all this, he said that I made Du’aa in a special way 
by means of the names of Allaah Taa’la. He only slept a little while 
in the afternoon and used to say that an afternoon siesta is 
prescribed in the Ahaadeeth. It is as though even in sleeping this 
time during the afternoon, he intended to practice upon the Sunnah. 
He used to cry so much while reciting the Qur’aan that his 
neighbours used to pity him. 


Once, he spent the entire night reciting the following verse and 
crying while doing so, 


pike ya RELL! Ji 


The fact is that Qiyaamah is their appointment (with truly severe 
punishment). [Surah Qamar (the Moon) 54:46] 


Ibraaheem bin Adham J never slept during Ramadhaan al 
Mubaarak, not during the day, nor during the night. 


Imam Shafi’i ) used to complete the recitation of the Qur’aan in 
Salaat during the day and night of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak sixty 
times. 


There are hundreds of incidents besides these that in practicing 
upon, 
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I have created man and Jinn only to worship (serve) Me. [Surah 
Dhaariyaat (the Winds that Disperse) 51:56] 


There is nothing difficult for those who practice. 


These are incidents of the pious predecessors. There are also those 
who practice today. Not to such extents of sacrifice, but according 
to their ability and capacity in line with the era, there are examples 
of those who are like the pious predecessors. There are also those 
who truly follow Rasulullaah p in this era that is full of evil and 
corruption. Rest and relaxation did not stop them from being 
absorbed in worship, nor did worldly engagements stand as a barrier 
in their way. Rasulullaah p said that Allaah Taa’la I says that O son 
of Aadam, free yourself for My worship, I shall fill your bosom 
with contentment and I shall close poverty for you, otherwise I shall 
fill your bosom with engagements and (I shall) not remove poverty 
(from you). Daily occurrences bear testimony to this. 


HADITH NO. 3 


Angels who make Duaa of mercy for those who remember Allaah 
Taa'la. 


dele SoS por Jd yAill ALS ISI) pelea ale dl che dill Jgury SB SB aie dl omy ll 
ag OS IS fergie Al Sty Ae gl gid Ae JS cle Ogle AGS! ye ALS 3 pS! 
Ol esl Lay IB alae by orl shor be eSUDle 4 SUB ASI og ctl ahd aps cae pre 
oo prbele cinas d Nguiad Slay Sibert Sib JB Ball bMS ab! fBy radly or! by 
ABB garry! J ghd gir VIS CUaiyly Seley 2 So Shey Sieg cll! J Ogre Ione 
pee) Lypite Ogre pnd J line Sil Clebg SN oie 


BgKtead! BIST Ole Crd ob ged! og) 


It is narrated from Hadhrat Anas p that he said, “Rasulullaah p said, 
“During the night of Qadr, Jibreel »v comes with a group of angels 
and they make Du’aa of mercy for the one who stands or sits 
remembering Allaah Taa’la (and is involved in worship). And when 
the day of ‘Iyd comes, then Allaah Taa’la prides before the angels 
over the worship of His servants (because they expressed 
reservations about man). He asks them, “O angels, what is the 
recompense for the worker who does his work to completion?” 
They say, “O our Rabb, his recompense is that he should be given 
his due in full.” It is said, “O Angels, my servants (male and female) 
have fulfilled their obligations to Me.” They then proceed to the 
place of ‘Iyd Salaat, calling out in Du’aa. “I swear by My honour, I 
swear by My majesty, I swear by My forgiveness, I swear by My 
grandeur, I swear by My highness, I shall definitely accept the 
Du’aa of these people.” It is said to them, “Go, your sins have been 
forgiven and your sins have been changed to good deeds.” These 


people return from the place of ‘Iyd Salaat in such a condition that 
their sins are forgiven. 


COMMENTARY : 


The descent of Hadhrat Jibreel v together with the other angels is 
mentioned in the Qur’aan as mentioned above. It has also been 
clearly mentioned in many Ahaadeeth. This is explained in detail at 
the end of this booklet that Hadhrat Jibreel v tells the angels to go to 
the homes of those busy in Dhikr and other worship to shake hands 
with them. 


In Ghaaliyatul Mawa’iz it is narrated from Ghunya of Hadhrat 
Shaykh Abdul Qaadir Jilaani ) that it is mentioned in the Hadith of 
Hadhrat Ibn ‘Abbaas t that the angels disperse upon the instruction 
of Hadhrat Jibreel v and there is no small or big house, in the jungle 
or on ship in which there is a believer and the angels do not go there 
to shake hands with that person. However, they do not enter those 
homes in which there is a dog or pig or if there is a person in the 
state of Janaabat on account of doing a Haraam act. 


How many Muslim homes are there in which pictures are hung with 
the intention of beauty and they deprive themselves of this great 
blessing of the mercy of Allaah Taa’la I. Those who hang pictures 
are few (in the home), but by being a means of stopping the angels 
from entering the home, they deprive the rest of the home totally 
together with themselves. 


HADITH NO. 4 


When to search for Laylatul Qadr? 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ayesha radiyAllaah Taa’lau anha that 
Rasulullaah p said, “Search for the Night of Power (Laylatul Qadr) 
in the odd nights of the last ten of Ramadhaan.” 


COMMENTARY: 


According to majority of the scholars, the last ten begin from the 
twenty first night. It matters not whether the month is twenty nine or 
thirty days. In the light of this calculation, one has to look for the 
night of Qadr according to the above Hadith in the twenty first, 
twenty third, twenty fifth, twenty seventh and twenty ninth nights. If 
the month is twenty nine days, then too, it will be called the last ten. 


However, the opinion of Ibn Hazm J is that the meaning of ‘Ashara’ 
is ten. Therefore, this (above explanation) will apply when the 
crescent is sighted on the thirtieth. But if the month is twenty nine 
days, then the last ten will begin on the twentieth night. In this case, 
the odd nights will be the twentieth, twenty second, twenty fourth, 
twenty sixth and twenty eighth. However, Rasulullaah p used to 
perform I’tikaaf in search of Laylatul Qadr, and he used to begin 
this on the twenty first. This is a unanimously accepted fact. 
Therefore, the opinion of the majority that it (Laylatul Qadr) is 
highly possibly found in the odd nights from the twenty first 


onwards is more preferred, even though it is possible for it to be 
found on other nights. 


ADIVCE 


It is possible to search for Laylatul Qadr according to both views if 
one stays awake every night from the twentieth night until the night 
of ‘Iyd and a person remains worried about finding the night of 
Qadr. It is not very worrying or difficult to stay awake for ten or 
eleven nights. This is because it is not difficult to stay awake for the 
one, who has hope of attaining reward, 


Cay 8 Lid a Ul sie Js ee Jleay 2 ah pas AS _SI he 
In order to establish relationship with Allaah Taa’la one should 
work hard with humility no matter how much hard he/she has to 
work on it. 


HADITH NO. 5 


The reason why the specific date of Laylatul Qadr was taken 
away. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ubaadah bin As Saamit t, “Rasulullaah 
p came out to inform us of the night of Qadr but two Muslims were 
arguing. Rasulullaah p said, “I came out to inform you of the night 
of Qadr but a particular person was arguing with another. On 
account of it, the specific date was taken away. It is not farfetched 
that this taking away of it is better in the knowledge of Allaah 


Taa’la. Therefore, search for it in the ninth, seventh and fifth 
nights.” 


Note: 


Three things are worthy of consideration in this Hadith. The first — 
which is the most important — is arguing. It is such a great evil 
that because of it, the specified date of the night of Qadr was taken 
away forever. Not only this, but arguing has become a cause for 
deprivation of blessings forever. 


Rasulullaah p said that shall I not tell you of that which is more 
virtuous than Salaat, fasting, charity etc.? The Sahabah y submitted 
that definitely tell us. Rasulullaah p said that ties between you is the 
most virtuous and fighting amongst yourselves is a shaver of Deen, 
i.e. just as a razor removes the hair of the head all at once, similarly, 
fighting amongst yourselves wipes Deen away. Leave alone 
mentioning those involved in worldly pursuits and who are ignorant 
of Deen, there are many who recite a lot of Tasbeeh and who claim 
religiousness but are involved in fighting all the time. First and 
foremost, carefully scrutinize the advice of Rasulullaah p and then 
worry about this Deen of yours. You do not get the ability to lower 
yourself and mend ties because of being arrogant on account of it 
(Deen). 


It has been mentioned in section one that Rasulullaah p has 
classified the honour of a Muslim as the worst interest and the 
filthiest usury. However, in passion for fighting we do not care 
about the honour of a Muslim, nor do we think of the instructions of 
Allaah Taa’la I and His truthful Rasul p. Allaah Taa’la I Himself 
states, 
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Do not fall into dispute (quarrels) with each other, for then you will 
become cowardly (weak). [Surah Anfaal (the Spoils of War) 8:46] 


Today, those who remain occupied all the time in trying to bring 
down the honour of others should ponder in solitude as to how 
much damage they are causing to their own honour and how 
disgraced they are in the sight of Allaah Taa’la I on account of their 
filthy and lowly deeds. Their worldly disgrace is quite clear. 


Rasulullaah p said that he who cuts off relations from his Muslim 
brother for more than three days, if one passes away in this state, he 
will go straight to hell. 


It is mentioned in one Hadith that the actions of everyone is 
presented before Allaah Taa’la I on Mondays and Thursdays and on 
account of the mercy of Allaah Taa’la I, besides the polytheists, 
everyone is forgiven due to their good deeds. However, it is 
mentioned with regards to those two people who are fighting that 
leave them until they mend relations. 


It is stated in one Hadith that one’s deeds are presented every 
Monday and Thursday. (In this time), the repentance of those who 
repent is accepted and those who seek forgiveness are forgiven, but 
those who are fighting are left as they are. 


It is stated in one narration that on the night of Bara’ah 
(emancipation), the general mercy of Allaah Taa’la I is directed 
towards the creation and the creation is forgiven on the smallest 
pretext, but two people are not forgiven. One is a disbeliever and the 
second is the one who bears malice for another person. 


It is mentioned in one place that there are three people whose Salaat 
does not go a hands span above their heads for acceptance. Among 


these are those two people who fight amongst themselves. All the 
narrations on this subject have not been collected here, but a few 
have been written so that we - not the masses - the special class and 
those who are referred to as honourable and religious, their 
gatherings, congregations, and functions can be free of this lowly 
deed. 
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To Allaah Taa’la do we present our complain and Allaah Taa’la is 
the Helper 


After all this, it should also be remembered that all these 
(narrations) refer to worldly arguments and enmity. It is 
permissible to cut off relations from someone on account of his 
open sinning or in support of a Deeni matter. 


Once, Hadhrat Ibn Umar Tt narrated an advice of Rasulullaah p. His 
son mentioned something using words that apparently seemed to 
object to the Hadith. Hadhrat Ibn Umar 1 did not speak to his son 
until he passed away. Such incidents are established from the 
Sahabah yw. However, Allaah Taa’la I is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. 
He knows the condition of the hearts. He knows exactly which 
cutting off relations is on account of Deen and which one is for 
one’s own face, to lower the honour of another and out of pride. 
Otherwise, everyone will attribute their malice and hatred to Deen. 


The second aspect learnt from the above Hadith is to submit to the 
happiness and acceptance of Allaah Taa’la I that although the lifting 
up of the specific date of the night of Qadr apparently seems that a 
great goodness has been taken away, but because it is from Allaah 
Taa’la I, that is why Rasulullaah p said that it is probably better for 
us. 


It is a point worthy of great consideration. The Bountiful Merciful 
being of Allaah Taa’la shows His mercy to His servants at every 
moment. If a servant is afflicted by a calamity due to his sins, then 
too, the beneficence of Allaah Taa’la I will be with him after 
turning to Allaah Taa’la I and after attesting to ones helplessness. 
That calamity will also be made into a cause for great goodness. 
Nothing is difficult for Allaah Taa’la I. Consequently, the scholars 
have explained a few underlying wisdoms behind the hidden nature 
(of the night of Qadr). 


Firstly, if the night were to be specified, then there will be many 
weak ones who would not give importance to the other nights at all. 
In the present condition, those who have desire will get the ability to 
worship on a number of nights — each one having the possibility of 
being the night of Qadr. 


Secondly, there are many who cannot do without committing sins. If 
the date were to be specified, then it would be very dangerous if 
they involve themselves in sin despite having knowledge of the 
night. 


Once, Rasulullaah p went to the Masjid and one Sahabi t was 
sleeping. He p told Hadhrat Ali t to wake that Sahabi so that he 
could perform wudhoo. Hadhrat Ali t woke the Sahabi up, and also 
asked Rasulullaah p that you hurry towards goodness, why did you 
not wake him up yourself? Rasulullaah p replied that it should not 
be that he rejects and rejection of me is tantamount to disbelief. It is 
not disbelief if he rejects you. Similarly, the mercy of Allaah 
Taa’la I cannot tolerate that anybody would have the audacity to 
commit sins during this great night after knowing of it. 


Thirdly, if the night was specified, then if it so happens that a 
person misses it, then he will not get the ability to awake on other 
nights due to despair. In the present conditions, it is easy for anyone 
to stay awake for one or two nights. 


Fourthly, the reward for every night spent in search of the night of 
Qadr is separate. 


Fifthly, Allaah Taa’la I prides before the angels over the worship 
done during Ramadhaan, as was explained in the first narrations. In 
the present condition, there are more chances for priding because 
despite not knowing the date, the servants spend night after night 
awake involved in worship, solely upon a possibility and thought 
(of it being the night). When they make so much effort only due to a 
possibility, then what will be the condition of their efforts if they 
were to be told that tonight is the night of Qadr. 


There could be other reasons besides these. Due to such reasons, the 
manner of Allaah Taa’la I is that He keeps this type of important 
things hidden. Subsequently, He has kept the Ism A’dham (the 
Greatest Name) hidden. Similarly, the moment of special 
acceptance of Du’aa on the day of Jumu’ah has been kept hidden. 
There are many other things included in this as well. 


It is also possible that the specific date of that particular Ramadhaan 
al Mubaarak was made to be forgotten due to the argument and the 
specific date was taken away forever due to the above mentioned 
reasons. 


The third aspect mentioned in this Hadith is that three nights have 
been prescribed for searching for the night of Qadr. The fifth, 
seventh and ninth. When viewing this together with the other 
narrations, we learn that it is established that these three nights are 


part of the last ten. However, there are a few possibilities that if they 
are counted from the beginning, then the Hadith will refer to the 
twenty fifth, twenty seventh and twenty ninth. If it is counted from 
the end — as is explained by some words — then if the month is 
twenty nine nights, it will refer to the twenty first, twenty third and 
twenty fifth. If the month is thirty nights, then it will refer to the 
twenty second, twenty fourth and twenty sixth. Besides this, the 
narrations differ greatly as far as the specification is concerned. For 
this reason, there is great difference of opinion amongst the scholars 
— as explained previously, that there are close to fifty views 
regarding it. The great number of narrations is the reason behind the 
difference of opinion. According to the research scholars, this night 
is not specific to any date, but it occurs on different nights in 
different years. This is why the narrations differ that every year, 
Rasulullaah p gave the instruction to search for it — for that year - 
during various nights, and some years he gave a specific date. 


Consequently, in one narration of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah tf, it is 
mentioned that once in a gathering of Rasulullaah p the night of 
Qadr was mentioned. Rasulullaah p asked as to what is the date 
today? It was said that it is the twenty ninth. Rasulullaah p said that 
search for it tonight. Hadhrat Abu Dhar t says that I asked 
Rasulullaah p if the night of Qadr remains specific to the era of 
Rasulullaah p or does it also occurs after it. Rasulullaah p said that 
it will remain until Qiyaamah. I asked as to which part of 
Ramadhaan does it occur in. He p said that search for it in the first 
ten and the last ten. Rasulullaah p then discussed another subject. I 
(Abu Dhar t) found the opportunity and asked as to which part of 
the ten does it occur in. Rasulullaah p became so displeased that 
never before was he so upset with me nor afterwards. He said, “If 
this was the objective of Allaah Taa’la I, then would He not have 


informed (us)? Search for it during the last seven nights. Do not ask 
anything else.” 


Rasulullaah p told one Sahabi that it specifically was on the twenty 
third. Ibn Abbaas Tt states that I was sleeping. Someone told me in a 
dream to wake up, for tonight is the night of Qadr. I quickly awoke 
and went to Rasulullaah p. He p was intending to perform Salaat. 
This was on the twenty third night. We learn from some narrations 
specifically that it is on the twenty fourth. 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas’ood Tt says that the person who stays 
awake every night of the year will find the night of Qadr, i.e. the 
night of Qadr rotates throughout the year. Somebody mentioned this 
to Ubayy bin Ka’b t. He said that the objective of Ibn Mas’ood Tt is 
that the people should not sit back being contented with one night. 
He took an oath and said that it occurs on the twenty seventh of 
Ramadhaan. Similarly, it is the view of many Sahabah w and 
Tabi’een that it occurs on the twenty seventh. 


The research of Ubayy bin Ka’b 7 is this; otherwise the research of 
Ibn Mas’ood Tt is that the person who stays awake throughout the 
year will learn of it (the night of Qadr). We learn from a narration of 
Durr e Manthur that he (Ibn Mas’ood t) narrated this from 
Rasulullaah p. 


From amongst the Imams, the famous view of Imam Abu Hanifah 
J is that it (the night of Qadr) rotates throughout the year. His 
second view is that it rotates throughout Ramadhaan. 


The view of Saahibayn (Imam Abu Yusuf J) and Imam Muhammad 
J) is that it occurs in one night of Ramadhaan which is specific but 
not known. 


According to the Shafi’i scholars, the closest view (to that which is 
correct) is that it occurs on the twenty first. 


Imam Maalik ) and Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal J are of the view that 
it rotates among the odd nights of the last ten of Ramadhaan. In one 
year, it occurs on a specific night and on another night during the 
next year. Majority of the scholars are of the opinion that there is 
greater hope in it occurring on the twenty seventh night. 


Shaykh ul ‘Arifeen Muhiy ud Deen Ibn Arabi ) states that the view 
that it rotates throughout the year is more correct according to me 
because I saw it twice during Sha’baan, once on the fifteenth and 
once on the nineteenth. I found it twice in the middle ten nights of 
Ramadhaan, on the thirteenth and on the eighteenth. I also saw it on 
every odd night of the last ten of Ramadhaan. For this reason I have 
conviction that it rotates throughout every night of the year, but it is 
found in Ramadhaan al Mubaarak many a time. 


Hadhrat Shah Waliullaah ) says that the night of Qadr occurs twice 
during the year. One is the night in which the laws of Allaah Taa’la 
I come down, and it was on this night that the Qur’aan was revealed 
from the Lauh al Mahfooz. This night is not specific to Ramadhaan, 
but rotates throughout the year. However, it occurred in Ramadhaan 
the year that the Qur’aan was revealed and it occurs most of the 
time during Ramadhaan. The second night of Qadr is the one in 
which there is a special spread of spirituality and the angels come 
down in great number and the Shayaateen remain far away. Du’aa 
and worship is accepted (during this night). This night occurs every 
Ramadhaan and it is in the odd nights of the last ten. It also rotates 
(among these odd nights). My father ) used to say that this is the 
most preferred view. 


Nevertheless, whether the night of Qadr is one or two, every person 
should strive to search for it throughout the year according to his 
courage and ability. If he cannot do this, then he should look for it 
throughout Ramadhaan. If this too is difficult, then he should take 
the last ten nights as a blessing. If he cannot do this, then he should 
not let the odd nights of the last ten slip from his hands. If, Allaah 
Taa’la forbid, he cannot even do this, then he should at least take 
the twenty seventh night to be a boon that if Divine aid is with this 
person and it is easy for someone, then all the blessings and 
comforts of this world are nothing compared to it. However, if this 
is not easy for a person, then too, it is not free from reward. It is 
absolutely necessary that every person should give due importance 
to performing Maghrib and ‘Ishaa in the Masjid throughout the 
year. If a person is fortunate enough, and he performs these two 
Salaats with Jama’ah on the night of Qadr, then he will receive the 
reward of innumerable Salaats performed with Jama’ah. 


How great is the bounty of Allaah Taa’la I that if a person makes an 
effort in the line of Deen, he receives reward even if he was not 
successful in it. How many people are there who have courage, 
have Deen before them, they die for Deen and make effort for it. 


On the contrary, after striving for worldly purposes, if the result is 
not seen, then the effort is useless and destroyed. Despite this, how 
many people are there who destroy their lives and wealth for 
worldly purposes and to attain useless and futile things? 
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This is often quoted when one wishes to compare his/her quality 
with someone’s higher quality or with a thing of a better quality. 


HADITH NO. 6 


The signs of Laylatul Qadr. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ubaadah bin As Saamit t that he asked 
Rasulullaah p regarding the night of Qadr. He p said, “In the last ten 
nights of Ramadhaan, it is in the odd nights, in the twenty first or 
the twenty third or the twenty fifth or the twenty seventh or the 
twenty ninth or in the last night of Ramadhaan. He who stands with 
Imaan and hope of reward in it will have his previous sins forgiven. 
Among the signs of this night is that it is bright. It is peaceful. It is 
clear, neither hot, nor cold, but balanced. It is as though the moon is 
clear (due to extreme light). During this night, until the morning, the 
Shayateen are not pelted at with the stars of the sky. Among its 
signs as well is that the sun rises the next morning without any 
rays, it is like a level disc, like the full moon (of the fourteenth 
night). Allaah Taa’la has prevented Shaytaan to rise together 
with the sun on that day.” 


COMMENTARY 


The first subject matter of this Hadith has been discussed 
previously. At the end of it, a few signs of the night of Qadr have 


been mentioned. The purport of them is clear, they need no 
elucidation. There are other signs mentioned in the narrations as 
well as in the statements of those who were blessed with the 
treasure of this night. This is especially with regards to the sun 
rising without any rays the morning following it. This sign has 
been mentioned in many narrations and it is always found. The 
other signs are not necessarily found. 


Abda bin Abi Lubabah Tt says that I tasted the water of the ocean on 
the twenty seventh night and it was sweet. 


Ayyoob bin Khaalid J says that I needed to bath. I bathed with 
ocean water. It was sweet. This occurred on the twenty third night. 


The Mashaaikh have written that everything prostrates on the 
night of Qadr, even the trees fall onto the ground and then stand at 
their place once again. However, these things are related to Kashf 
(opening up of hidden things) and every person does not witness 
them. 


HADITH NO. 7 


The Duaa of Laylatul Qadr. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ayesha radiyAllaah Taa’lau anha that 
she asked Rasulullaah p, “O Rasul of Allaah Taa’la, If I find the 
night of Qadr, what Du’aa should I recite?” Rasulullaah p replied, 


“Say, ‘O Allaah Taa’la, Indeed You are Forgiving. You love to 
forgive. Therefore, forgive me.’” 


COMMENTARY 


This is a very comprehensive Du’aa that Allaah Taa’la I forgives a 
person out of His benevolence and beneficence and out of desire for 
the Aakhirah. What greater thing can there be than this? 
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I am not proud of my obedience and worship which I have made but 
I request you to erase my sins with your mercy only. 


Hadhrat Sufyaan Thauri J says that it is better to remain engaged in 
this Du’aa during this night as compared to other forms of worship. 


Ibn Rajab J says that it is more virtuous to be involved in various 
types of worship, not only Du’aa, e.g. recitation of the Qur’aan, 
Salaat, Du’aa, Muraaqabah (pondering) etc. this is because all these 
are narrated from Rasulullaah p. This view is the closest (to being 
correct) because the virtue of Salaat, Dhikr etc. has been mentioned 
in the Ahaadeeth discussed previously. 


Section Three 
I’tikaaf 


I’tikaaf means to stay in the Masjid with the intention of it 
(I’tikaaf). According to the Hanafis, there are three types of I’tikaaf. 
The first is Waajib (compulsory) — which has become Waajib due to 
a vow or oath. For example, a person says that if a particular work 
of mine’s is done, then I will perform I’tikaaf for a number of days. 
Alternatively, without making it suspended upon some work, a 
person says that I have made a number of days of I’tikaaf 


compulsory upon myself. This becomes Waajib (compulsory) and it 
is necessary to complete it. 


The second type is Sunnah — which is done in the last ten days of 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak. It was the habitual practice of Rasulullaah 
p to perform I’tikaaf during these days. 


The third type is Nafl (optional). There is no time or specific day for 
it. A person can perform how many days he wants, to such an extent 
that it will be permissible to make Niyyah to perform I’tikaaf for 
one’s entire life. However, there is difference of opinion with 
regards to the least amount that one can perform. According to 
Imam Abu Hanifah J, it is not permissible to perform I’tikaaf for 
less than a day. Imam Muhammad J is of the opinion that it is 
permissible to perform I’tikaaf for just a little while, and Fatwa is 
given on this. For this reason, it is appropriate that every person 
should make the Niyyah of I’tikaaf whenever they enter the Masjid. 
As long as he remains busy in Salaat etc. he will also be receiving 
the reward of I’tikaaf. I saw my father ) that whenever he used to 
go to the Masjid, he used to give due importance to making the 
Niyyah for ’tikaaf when placing his right foot into the Masjid. 
Sometimes, he used to raise his voice while making the Niyyah with 
the purpose of teaching the attendants. 


OBJECTIVES AND ADVANTAGES OF ITIKAAF 
There is great reward in I’tikaaf. What greater virtue can there be 
other than the fact that Rasulullaah p used to perform it diligently. 
The example of a Mu’ takif (person performing I’tikaaf) is like that 
of a person who stays at the door of someone and does not move 
until his request is not acceded to, 
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My life should leave me under your feet 
This is the longing of the heart as well as (my) hope 


If this is the condition in reality, then the hardest of hearts will melt 
and the forgiveness of Allaah Taa’la I seeks an excuse (to forgive), 
in fact He forgives without any reason at all, 
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You are the being whose door is open to give at every breath 


Ask Musa the condition of the Deen of Allaah Taa’la for he went to 
get fire and he received messenger ship 


For this reason, if someone cuts himself off from the world and 
places himself at the door of Allaah Taa’la I, then what reservation 
can there be in the bounty of Allaah Taa’la I? And who can explain 
the great treasures of the one whom Allaah Taa’la I honours? I am 
not worthy of saying anything further because what can an 
immature lad explain of the condition of puberty. However, we 
bring this resolve here, 
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Whichever rose the heart was given to, whichever flower was 
sacrifice for 


Either it was embraced or life escaped from the cage 


Ibn Qayyim J says that the objective of I’tikaaf and its soul is to 
join the heart to the being of Allaah Taa’la I. This is in such a way 
that it (the heart) is taken away from everything and joined to Him 
and in lieu of every engagement, the heart becomes involved in His 
pure being. (The heart) should be cut off from everything and 
focused upon Him in such a way that a person’s thoughts, worries 
are replaced with His pure remembrance. His love should become 
embedded to such an extent that friendship with Allaah Taa’la I is 
created in lieu of friendship with creation. This friendship will aid a 
person in the grave because on that day there will be no being 
besides the being of Allaah Taa’la I that will be a friend nor will 
there be anyone to please the heart. If the heart has become 
acquainted with Him, then with how much enjoyment will the time 
be spent? 
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The soul searches, then too it finds the chance day and night to sit 
and picture the beloved 


The author of ‘Maraaqi al Falaah’ states that if P’tikaaf is done with 
sincerity, then it is among the most virtuous of deeds. The 
specialties of ’tikaaf are innumerable for in it the heart is taken 
away from the world and whatever it contains and the life is 
given to Allaah Taa’la and one sits at the doorstep of the 
Master, 


Ul SS eS 2 ue ae 


on HS bp Se Ob 3 


It is still in the heart that I lie at the door of someone 
Again it is desired to be at ones door — After being indebted to the 
doorkeeper. (So that I could at least see my beloved one while 
he/she comes in and goes out) 


In it (I’tikaaf) a person is in worship at every moment. Whether 
sleeping or awake, it is counted as worship and it is closeness to 
Allaah Taa’la I. It is stated in a Hadith that whoever comes towards 
me a hands span, I go closer to him two hands spans, and whoever 
comes walking to Me, I go running to him. Also, it entails staying at 
the house of Allaah Taa’la I and a merciful host always honours 
those who come home. A person is also protected in the fort of 
Allaah Taa’la I, that enemies cannot reach there. There are many 
virtues and specialties of this important form of worship. 


WHERE TO PERFORM ITIKAAF 


The most virtuous place for a man to perform I’tikaaf is Masjid al 
Haraam in Makkah, then Masjid un Nabawi in Madinah, then Bayt 
al Muqaddas. After these comes the Jaami’ Masjid of one’s area and 
then one’s own Masjid. It is also a condition that the five times daily 
Salaat be performed there in Jama’ah according to Imam Abu 
Hanifah ). According to Saahibayn (Imam Abu Yusuf J and Imam 
Muhammad J), it is sufficient if it is a Masjid in the light of 
Shari’ah, even though Salaat is not performed there in Jama’ah. 


A woman should perform I’tikaaf in the Masjid of her home. If 
there is no place specified as a Masjid in the home, then she should 
specify one corner for this purpose. It is more easy for women to 
perform I’tikaaf as compared to men because she can make use of 
the womenfolk at home for household work and earn free reward at 
the same time. In spite of this, it is as though the women are totally 
deprived of this Sunnah. 


Hadith about Itikaaf 


Hadith no 1: Itikaaf of Nabi p. 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri t that Rasulullaah p 
performed I’tikaaf during the first ten days of Ramadhaan. He then 
performed I’tikaaf for the middle ten days in a Turkish tent. He then 
placed his head out of the tent and said, “I performed I’tikaaf in the 
first ten days in search of the night of Qadr. I then performed 
I’tikaaf in the second ten days. An angel came to me and it was said 
that the night will be in the last ten. For this reason, those who are 
performing [’tikaaf with me should also do so during the last 
ten. I was shown this night but was later made to forget it. Indeed I 
saw myself prostrating in mud on the morning following this 
night. Therefore, seek it in the odd nights of the last ten days.” The 
narrator says that it rained during that night and the Masjid had a 
thatched roof. Water was dripping from it and I saw the effect of 
mud on the forehead of Rasulullaah p on the morning of the twenty 
first.” 


COMMENTARY 


It was the habitual practice of Rasulullaah p to perform I’tikaaf. On 
this particular occasion, he performed I’tikaaf the entire month. In 
the final year before his demise, he performed I’tikaaf for twenty 
days. However, due to the fact that his habit was to perform I’tikaaf 
for ten days most of the time, the scholars have stated that this is 
Sunnah Mu’akkadah. We also learn from the above Hadith that one 
of the great objectives of I’tikaaf is to search for the night of Qadr. 
In reality, I’tikaaf is very appropriate for this purpose because even 
if a person sleeps during I’ tikaaf, it is still counted as worship. 


Also, there is no coming or going and work of here and there, that is 
why a person will not be engrossed in anything besides worship and 
remembrance of the bountiful Master. Therefore, there is nothing 
better than I’tikaaf for those who appreciate the night of Qadr. 
Firstly, Rasulullaah p used to give great importance to worship and 
a lot of it during Ramadhaan. However, there was no limit during 
the last ten days. He used to wake up at night and diligently used to 
wake up those at home — as is learnt from a number of narrations of 
Bukhaari and Muslim. 


In a narration of Bukhaari and Muslim, Hadhrat Ayesha radiyAllaah 
Taa’lau anha states that Rasulullaah p used to tie his loincloth 
tightly and used to stay awake at night and he used to wake up those 
at home as well. 


An increase in effort could also be meant by ‘tying the loincloth 
tightly’. It could also mean total abstention from his wives. 
Hadith no 2: Avoiding sin in Itikaaf 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas Tt that Rasulullaah p said, “A 
Mu’takif remains protected from sin and good deeds equal to those 
who do them are written for him.” 


COMMENTARY 


Two special benefits of I’tikaaf have been mentioned in this Hadith. 
One is that a person is protected from sins on account of I’tikaaf, 
otherwise sometimes the causes for shortcomings and mistakes 
come about and a person becomes involved in sin due to them. 
What a great oppression it is to become involved in sin during such 
a blessed time? A person remains protected from sin on account of 
Ptikaaf. 


The second is that a person sitting in I’tikaaf cannot perform many 
good deeds like participating in a Janaaza, visiting the sick etc. For 
this reason, he earns the reward of those forms of worship from 
which he was stopped without even doing them. Allaah Taa’la is the 
Greatest, how much mercy and benevolence is there? A person 
performs one form of worship and attains the reward of ten forms of 
worship. In reality, the mercy of Allaah Taa’la I seeks opportunities 
and torrential rain falls on account of a little dedication and asking, 
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However, we have no appreciation from the very beginning. There 
is no need for it. Who will show dedication and why should it be 
shown? This is because there is no standing of Deen in our hearts at 
all. 
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His grace is general, covering all 
If you were a little able, what stubbornness was there from you? 


Hadith no 3: Itikaaf saves one from Jahannum 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas t that once he was 
performing I’tikaaf in Masjid un Nabawi. One person came to him, 
sat down and remained silent. Ibn Abbaas t said, “What is the 
matter that I see you grieved and worried?” He replied, “O nephew 
of Rasulullaah (p), indeed I am worried, there is a right of someone 
upon me.” He indicated to the grave of Rasulullaah p and said, “By 
the honour of the dweller of this grave, I am not able to fulfill this 
right.” Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas 1 said, “Shall I not intercede for you?” 
He replied that he (Ibn Abbaas t) should do whatever is appropriate. 


Upon hearing this, Ibn Abbaas t wore his shoes and left the Masjid. 
The person said, “What, have you forgotten your I’tikaaf?” He 
replied, “I have not forgotten my I’tikaaf, but I heard the dweller of 
this grave (Rasulullaah p) saying, and much time has not passed 
since then...” Saying this, tears began to flow from the eyes of Ibn 
Abbaas t. “Rasulullaah p said that whoever goes to fulfill the need 
of his brother and makes effort for it will receive a reward greater 
than ten years of I’tikaaf. And whoever performs one day of I’ tikaaf 
for the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la, Allaah Taa’la will place three 
trenches between him and Jahannam, the distance of which is 
more than that between the heavens and the earth.” (If this is the 
virtue behind one day of I’tikaaf, then what will be the reward of ten 
years?) 


COMMENTARY 


Two aspects are learnt from this Hadith. The first is that the reward 
for one day of I’tikaaf is that Allaah Taa’la I places three trenches 
between the person and Jahannam and each trench is as wide as the 
universe. The reward of each day will be correspondingly being 
greater. 


Allamah Sha’raani ) narrates from Rasulullaah p in Kashf ul 
Ghumma that the person who performs I’tikaaf of ten days 
during Ramadhaan will receive a reward of two Hajj and two 
Umrah, and the person who performs [’tikaaf in the Masjid for the 
time between Maghrib and ‘Ishaa and besides performing Salaat he 
does not talk to anyone, then Allaah Taa’la will build a palace for 
him in Jannah. 


The second aspect — which is more important — is that fulfilling the 
need of a Muslim brother carries more reward than ten years of 
I’tikaaf. For this reason, Ibn Abbaas 1 did not pay attention to his 


I’tikaaf because it could be made up later, Qadha of it was possible. 
It is precisely for this reason that according to the Sufis, nothing has 
more value than a broken heart before Allaah Taa’la I. It is also for 
this reason that we have been severely warned regarding the Du’aa 
for misfortune of an oppressed person. Whenever Rasulullaah p sent 
anyone as a governor, then he used to warn him about the Du’aa of 
the oppressed that ‘fear the Du’aa of the oppressed.’ 
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Beware of the oppressed ones Duaas (against you), Allaah Taa’la 
(S.W.T) accepts their Duaas immediately even while they are 
making Duaa. 


At this juncture it is necessary to note one ruling. Even if a person 
leaves the Masjid to fulfill a need of a Muslim, his [’tikaaf will 
break, and if it was a Waajib I’tikaaf, then Qadha of it will also be 
Waajib. Rasulullaah p never left the Masjid except for natural 
human need. This was consideration for his brother on account of 
which Ibn Abbaas 1 broke his I’tikaaf. It is appropriate for such 
luminaries to do so because they passed away thirsty on the 
battlefield but did not take a sip of water because he gave preference 
to another injured person lying nearby. It is also possible that this 
I’tikaaf of Ibn Abbaas t was Nafl. In this instance there can be no 
objection. 


We conclude this booklet with a lengthy Hadith in which a number 
of types of virtues have been mentioned. 


Hadith no 4: Blessings of Ramadhaan 
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It is narrated from Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas t that he heard Rasulullaah 
p saying that Jannah is scented for Ramadhaan and it is beautified 
from the beginning to the end of the year. When the first night of 
Ramadhaan comes, then a wind named Mutheera blows beneath the 
‘Arsh. Due to this wind the leaves of the trees and the door handles 
make a sound. It gives off such a heart rending, melodious sound 
that a sound as good as it was never heard before. The pleasing eyed 
damsels of Jannah come out of their dwellings and stand between 
the balconies of Jannah and call out, ‘Is there anyone to send a 
proposal for us in the court of Allaah Taa’la so that Allaah Taa’la 
may unite us.’ These damsels ask the doorkeeper of Jannah, 
Ridhwaan as to what night it is. He replies that I am present, it is the 
first night of Ramadhaan. The doors of Jannah have been opened for 
the Ummah of Rasulullaah p today. Rasulullaah p says that Allaah 
Taa’la says to Ridhwaan that open the doors of Jannah and He says 


to Maalik (the doorkeeper of Jahannam) that close the doors of 
Jahannam for those who fast from the Ummah of Ahmad (p). 
Jibreel (vb) is commanded to go to the earth and chain the rebellious 
Shayaateen and place a yoke around their necks and throw them 
into the ocean so that they do not spoil the fast of the Ummah of My 
beloved Muhammad (p). Rasulullaah p also said that Allaah 
Taa’la commands a caller to call out thrice during every night 
of Ramadhaan that is there anyone asking that I may give? Is 
there anyone repenting that I may accept his repentance? Is there 
anyone desiring forgiveness that I may forgive? Who is there who 
will give a loan to the independent one, such an independent one 
that gives fully and does not lessen in the least? 


Rasulullaah p said that Allaah Taa’la frees a million souls — that 
were worthy of entry into Jahannam - from Jahannam every day 
during Ramadhaan. On the last day of Ramadhaan He frees so many 
souls from Jahannam — equal to the amount totaling every day that 
were freed. When it is the night of Qadr, then Allaah Taa’la 
commands Jibreel (v) to come down to earth with a group of angels. 
There is a green flag with them which is hoisted above the Ka’bah. 
Jibreel (bv) opens two wings out of the hundred that he has only on 
this night. These two wings spread from the east to the west. Jibreel 
(v) then commands these angels to greet with Salaam and shake 
hands with those Muslims whom they find standing, sitting, 
performing Salaat or making Dhikr. (They are also commanded) to 
say Ameen to their Du’aas. This condition remains until morning. 
When morning comes, then Jibreel (v) calls out, “O group of 
angels, now rise and leave.” The angels ask Jibreel (v), “What has 
Allaah Taa’la done with the needs and wants of the believers of the 
Ummah of Ahmad (p)?” He replies that Allaah Taa’la turned 
towards them and has forgiven everyone besides four people. The 


Sahabah w asked as to who these four people are. He replied that 
one is a drunkard. The second is the one who is disobedient to his 
parents. The third is the one who breaks family ties and breaks off 
relations. The fourth is the one who has malice and breaks off 
mutual relations. When the night of ‘Iyd ul Fitr comes, then its 
name is kept in the heavens as Laylatul Jaa’izah (the night of 
recompense). When the morning of ‘Iyd comes, then Allaah Taa’la 
send the angels to all the cities. They come down to the earth and 
stand in every alley and road and they call out in a voice which 
every creation besides man and jinn can hear, ‘O Ummah of 
Muhammad (p), go to the Rabb which is most benevolent and Who 
forgives the greatest of faults.” When the people go towards the 
place of ‘Iyd Salaat, then Allaah Taa’la asks the angels, “What is 
the recompense for the worker who has done his work to 
completion?” they reply, “Our deity and our owner, his recompense 
is that he should be given his due in full.” Allaah Taa’la says, “O 
angels, I make you witness that I have given them My happiness 
and forgiveness in lieu of their fasting and standing in Taraweeh 
during Ramadhaan.” He (Allaah Taa’la I) turns to His servants and 
says, “O my servants, ask of Me. By My honour, by My majesty, 
whatever you ask of Me today regarding your Aakhirah, I shall 
grant you and whatever you ask concerning the world, I will look at 
your welfare (regarding it). By My honour, as long as you are 
conscious of Me, I shall cover your faults. By My honour and by 
My Majesty I will not disgrace and defame you before the sinners 
(and disbelievers). Now return to your homes, forgiven. You have 
pleased Me and I am pleased with you.” The angels then become 
pleased when observing the reward given on the day of ‘Iyd.” O 
Allaah Taa’la, make us among them. Aameen. 


COMMENTARY 


Most of the subject matter of this Hadith has been discussed in the 
previous pages. However, there are a few aspects that deserve 
consideration. The first and most important of them is that there are 
many who are excluded from the general mercy, as known from 
previous narrations. They have also been excluded from the general 
mercy of ‘Iyd. Among them are those who disobey their parents and 
those who fight amongst themselves. They should be asked that be 
displeasing Allaah Taa’la, what abode are you looking for? Shame 
upon you and upon that respect which you search for under false 
pretexts, thereby tolerating the Du’aa for misfortune made by 
Rasulullaah p. You are being lifted in the Du’aa for misfortune 
made by Jibreel (v) and you are being taken out from the mercy and 
forgiveness of Allaah Taa’la I. I ask you, ‘You are defeating 
yourself; you are raising your nose today. How many days will it 
remain with you when the beloved of Allaah Taa’la p has cursed 
you? The close angel of Allaah Taa’la I has made Du’aa for 
misfortune for you. Allaah Taa’la I is taking you out of His 
forgiveness and mercy. For the sake of Allaah Taa’la I, think and 
stop. If a person got lost in the morning and came home in the 
evening, then nothing has happened. Today is the time and one 
can make up. Tomorrow, when you stand before such a being 
where there is no question of respect or honour, nor will wealth and 
goods be of avail, one will only be asked regarding his deeds and 
every deed will be recorded and will be before you. Allaah Taa’la I 
will forgive the rights due to Him, but He will not leave you until 
the rights of servants are fulfilled among themselves. 


Rasulullaah p said that the bankrupt person of my Ummah is he 
who will come with good deeds on the day of Qiyaamah. He will 
come with Salaat, fasting, charity and all good things, but he swore 
someone, accused another, hit somebody else. All of these people 


will come and claim against him. They will take his good deeds in 
lieu of his actions. When his good deeds will finish, then their evil 
deeds will be given to him on account of his evil actions done to 
them. Then he will be sent to Jahannam due to this load of sin. 
Despite the great amount of good deeds he did, he will be in a world 
of despair and loss. This needs no elucidation. 
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Why the hopeless must not look towards the heavens — when he has 
seen destiny by destiny failure of his endeavours. 


The second aspect that deserves consideration is that forgiveness 
was mentioned a few times in this booklet. There are many other 
things that are a cause for forgiveness and sins are forgiven on 
account of them. There is one question regarding this. If a sin is 
forgiven once, then what is the meaning of forgiveness a second 
time? The answer is that the principle of forgiveness is that when it 
is directed towards a person, then his sins are forgiven if he has any. 
If he does not have any sins, then there is an increase in mercy and 
bounties upon him in accordance to the amount of forgiveness. 


The third aspect is that in Ahaadeeth mentioned previously, as well 
as this Hadith, Allaah Taa’la I makes the angels witness to His 
forgiveness. The reason for this is that the justice on the day of 
Qiyaamah has been kept in line with principle and law. There will 
be a request for the Ambiyaa’ to present witnesses regarding their 
propagation. Consequently we find at various places in the books of 
Hadith that Rasulullaah p said that you will be questioned regarding 
me. Therefore, you should remain witness that I have conveyed (the 
message). 


In is narrated in Bukhaari and other books that Hadhrat Nooh v will 
be called on the Day of Qiyaamah. It will be asked of him whether 
he fulfilled the rights of Risalaat-Messenger ship or not. Have you 
conveyed our laws? He will reply in the affirmative. His Ummah 
will then be questioned as to whether the laws reached them. They 
will reply, 


HEY pet oe Wile be 
No warner or bearer of glad tidings has come to us 


Hadhrat Nuh v will be told to present witnesses. He will present 
Muhammad p and his Ummah as witnesses. The Ummah of 
Muhammad p will give testimony. 


In some narrations it is explained that they will be criticized that, 
‘How do you know that Nuh v conveyed the laws to his nation?’ 
They (the Ummah of Rasulullaah p) will reply that our Rasul p told 
us. It is mentioned in the true book that was revealed upon 
Rasulullaah p. This will also happen with the nations of the other 
Rasuls. With regards to this, Allaah Taa’la I says, 
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Thus We have made you (the Ummah of Rasulullaah p) such a 
group that is moderate in nature (free from excesses and 
shortcomings) so that you may be witnesses (on the Day of 
Qiyaamah). [Surah al Bagara (the Bull) 2:143] 


Imam Fakhr ud Deen Raazi J writes that there will be four types of 
witnesses on the Day of Qiyaamah. One is the angels. The 
following verses refer to them, 
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Every soul shall come with an angel (who will take him to the place 
where he will be questioned) and a witness (the angel who has 
recorded all his actions). [Surah Qaaf 50:21] 
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Whenever a word escapes (from a person’s mouth), there is a guard 
ready by him. [Surah Qaaf 50:18] 
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Verily there are guardians (angels) upon you (with every 
person)...who are noble (honourable) and are (continuously) 
recording (everything you do and say). They know what you do 
(and record it so that you cannot deny it on the Day of Qiyaamah). 
[Surah Infitaar (the Splitting) 82:10-12] 


The second type of witnesses is the Ambiyaa’. The following verses 
refer to them, 


& apd Gabe Gb aale Gis, 
I was a witness to them as long as I was with them. [Surah 
Maa’idah (the Set Table) 5:117] 
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How will it be (the condition of the Kuffaar on the Day of 
Qiyaamah) when We shall bring forth (Summon) a witness from 
every nation (the Ambiyaa of every community who will testify 
against the Kuffaar) and call you (O Muhammad p) to be a witness 
over all of them? [Surah Nisaa (the Women) 4:41] 


The third is the testimony of the Ummah of Rasulullaah p. The 
following verse states this, 
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The Ambiyaa and witnesses will be brought. [Surah Zumar (the 
Groups) 39:69] 


The fourth is the limbs of a person’s body. The following verses 
refer to this, 


ssl 5 al age St 9 
On the day (of Qiyaamah) when their tongues, hands and legs will 


testify against them for what they did (making every evil act of 
theirs apparent to all). [Surah Noor (Celestial Light) 24:24] 


neil HAG y apt le 28s il 
On this day We shall seal their mouths. Their hands will speak to Us 


and their legs will testify to what they earned (the sins they 
committed). [Surah Yaaseen 36:65] 


All these verses imply that all these things will give testimony on 
the Day of Qiyaamah. This has been explained before the verses 
were quoted. 


The fourth aspect mentioned in the above Hadith is that Allaah 
Taa’la I states that I will not disgrace you and humiliate you in front 
of the Kuffaar. This is the height of the grace and benevolence of 
Allaah Taa’la I. This condition of the Muslims is also coveted in 
that it is also the grace and benevolence of Allaah Taa’la I that He 
forgives and covers the shortcomings and evil deeds of those who 
seek His pleasure. 


Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 1 narrates from Rasulullaah p that on 
the Day of Qiyaamah, Allaah Taa’la I will call a believer close to 
Him and will cover him such that no-one can see. All his 


shortcomings and sins will be counted before him and he will be 
forced to admit to them. Due to the great amount of sins, he will 
think that I have now come close to destruction. It will be said to 
him that I have covered you in this world and I will cover you today 
as well. After this, his record of good deeds will be given to him. 


There are hundreds of narrations from which it is deduced that the 
shortcomings of those who seek the pleasure of Allaah Taa’la I and 
those who adhere to His commands will be forgiven. For this 
reason, one subject should be understood with great care, and that is 
those who are involved in backbiting about the shortcomings of the 
men of Allaah Taa’la should discontinue it before they are forgiven 
and veiled on the Day of Qiyaamah due to their good deeds, but 
your record of deeds will be filled with backbiting thereby 
becoming a cause for destruction. 


May Allaah Taa’la I cover us all on account of His grace and 
benevolence. Aameen 


This fifth important aspect discussed in the above Hadith is that the 
night of ‘Iyd has been called the night of award/recompense. The 
servants are blessed with recompense from Allaah Taa’la I on this 
night. Therefore the servants should also show unlimited 
appreciation for it. Many people forget asking about the masses, the 
special class have a sweet sleep out of tiredness of Ramadhaan. 
However, this night is also a special one in which one has to engage 
in worship. Rasulullaah p said that whoever stays awake (and 
remains engaged in worship) on the night of the two ‘Iyds, Allaah 
Taa’la will not cause his heart to die on the day when all hearts will 
die. (When the hearts of people will be covered by evil and 
corruption, his heart will remain alive. It is also possible that it 


refers to the day in which the trumpet will be blown. On that day his 
soul will not become unconscious). 


It is stated in one Hadith that whoever stays awake for five nights 
for worship, Jannah will become Waajib (compulsory) for him. 
They are, Laylatut Tarwiya (the 8"" of Dhul Hijjah), Laylatul Arafah 
(the 9" of Dhul Hijjah) , Laylatun Nahr (the 10" of Dhul Hijjah), 
the night of ‘Iyd ul Fitr and the night of Bara’ah, i.e. the 15™ of 
Sha’baan. 


The jurists have also written that it is Mustahab (preferable) to stay 
awake during the night of the two ‘Iyds. 


In ‘Ma thabata bis Sunnah’ it is narrated from Imam Shafi’i J that 
these five nights are the nights of acceptance of Du’aa. The night of 
Jumu’ah, the night of the two ‘Iyds, the first night of Rajab and the 
15" night of Sha’baan. 


Note: 


Some pious people have mentioned that the night of Jumu’ah during 
Ramadhaan al Mubaarak also deserves special importance because 
its night is very blessed. 


Many virtues of it have been mentioned in the Ahaadeeth. However, 
it is better to join one or two night of worship to the night of 
Jumu’ah because in some narrations, there is prohibition to make 
the night of Jumu’ah specific for worship. 


Finally, I humbly request the readers that when you make Du’aa 
during the special moments of Ramadhaan al Mubaarak, then 
include this sinful lowly one too. It is not farfetched that the 
Merciful Master will bless me with His pleasure and love on 
account of your sincere Du’aa. 


Siye Ae Sveti  helbcluy GY; Sy ux a 
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Even though I am evil and worthless O Rabb, where else shall I go 
if I leave Your door? 


Who else is there for a destitute one like me? 
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buls -S lhe 5 Klusly aay pul yk 
O Rabb, for Your mercy, grace and bounty 


Sete Se Ce Oe, al i a ee Coe 
es 


els AS Sse Cal Gams IS Gl eS 
For something that will be a cause of freedom 


Sus AS ay SS ys) chaaly SU piile as 6 Gale 
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There is the support of worship for the worshippers and the pillow 
of abstinence for the abstinent 


There is the lament of sin for a helpless one like me 


Se Cy Se Sa lore 


ls 
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I do not want poverty, nor leadership, nor worship, nor abstinence, 
nor knowledge or respect 


I desire ache of the heart for the Rabb 


Silos pease 3 silbe QS led Ls le 55) S45 Udy 5 ic 
Mase! 
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For Your limitless grace and mercy 
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